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Introduction 

Through all of human innovation in our history, one pressing issue which still affects human 
civilisation to this day are the forces of nature and its influence on our infrastructure. However, in the 
current day and age, a trend can be seen where more people migrate from rural to urban areas in seek 
of economic opportunities. As a result, specifically in Less Economic Developed Countries (LEDCs), the 
quality of infrastructure has decreased as real estate becomes less affordable due to a population boom 
in these settlements. Additionally, it is predicted that the population in LEDCs will increase tremendously 
as health care will improve, decreasing infant mortality, and thus creating a population boom. Such 
population booms mainly occur in middle and low income families. As a result, the infrastructure created 
for these families is normally of low quality and cannot properly withstand any natural disasters. 
Furthermore, it is anticipated that most of the population increase would occur in low lying coastal 
settlements which are prone to extreme weathers, flooding, and landslides, stressing the urgency of 
achieving resilient infrastructure in such regions.  

This is not beneficial seeing as most of these families do not have proper access to clean 
drinking water and electricity. In the case of a natural disaster occurring in these regions, many buildings 
would collapse due to improper regulation and engineering. However, most of the deaths which occur 
from a natural disaster, are from secondary effects caused by the disaster, such as improper plumbing 
and sanitation, causing diseases to spread. It is safe to say that when the resiliency of infrastructure is 
improved the death toll will decrease significantly, especially in LEDCs (see case studies in background 
information). Furthermore, the effects and occurrence of natural disasters has taken a sharp increase 
due to increased greenhouse gas emissions from humans, causing the Earth’s climate to become 
warmer, making disasters such as typhoons and hurricanes more severe as well as more frequent.  

In 2011, Japan experienced an earthquake with a magnitude of 9.1, triggering a tsunami which 
reached of heights up to 40.5 meters. This resulted in a total death count of 15,894 with 2,562 people 
missing, according to the Japanese National Police Agency. It has been confirmed that a total of 127,290 
buildings had totally collapsed. However, these numbers are far less than the earthquake experienced by 
Haiti in 2010. Although Haiti experienced an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0 on the Richter scale, far 
less than Japan, the natural disaster proved to be extremely deadly for the nation as an estimated 
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amount of 220,000 to 316,000 casualties according to the Haitian government. Additionally an estimated 
280,000 residences and commercial buildings were severely damaged or had collapsed as a result of 
the earthquake. As a secondary effect of the earthquake, cholera spread throughout the devastated 
regions claiming the life of hundreds of children. Although Haiti’s earthquake itself was less powerful than 
the Japanese earthquake, due to the lack of resilient infrastructure, the earthquake in Haiti was far more 
deadly in the long run.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Hazard Zones 

Hazard zones can be defined as a predisposed area or region in which the risk of a hazard, in this 
case a natural disaster is referred to as a hazard. For this issue, the term is mainly used to describe 
areas in which a natural disaster place is of high risk, or if a natural disaster has already occurred in 
this area. Normally, governments can class the hazard risk different levels based on the severity of 
the disaster.  

Climate Change 

Climate change is a term used to describe the shift of the global climate. The term is normally used 
to describe the change caused by human intervention. Today’s climate change is caused by an 
increase of greenhouse gas emissions due to industrialisation. As a result, the infrared and 
ultraviolet waves emitted from the sun is trapped in the atmosphere, creating an overall warming 
effect. As a result, the weather patterns in the Earth’s climate becomes more severe.  

Natural Disasters 

As defined by the United Nations Statistics Division, natural disasters can be defined as “a situation 
or event. which overwhelms local capacity, necessitating a request to the national or international 
level for external assistance’ an unforeseen and often sudden event that causes great damage, 
destruction and human suffering”. In different words, it refers to an event which is caused by no 
direct human actions (hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunami’s, etc.). 

Urbanisation 

As defined by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, urbanisation can be 
defined as “an increase in the proportion of a population living in urban areas” or the “process by 
which a large number of people becomes permanently concentrated in relatively small areas, 
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forming cities”. For this issue. both definitions are acceptable, however the latter definition is what is 
the main cause of weak infrastructure, relating to the issue more at hand.  

Infrastructure Resilience 

Infrastructure resilience can be defined as how strong or durable infrastructure is. Infrastructure 
refers to the basic structures or facilities needed to create and operate a society. This can refer to 
buildings, roads, and power supplies. Infrastructure resiliency is the key topic in this issue.  

Background Information 

The current situation 

 Currently, most developing countries or LEDCs which are experiencing large population growths 
are countries which are near the equator, see figure 1.  

!  

FIGURE 1. Map displaying the annual rate of population change through fertility rate 

 When looking at Figure 1, it can clearly be seen that the population of LEDCs is dramatically 
growing. The map is colour coded in a way where a ‘healthy’ fertility rate is blue or green, while the 
redder colours are considered to high. In can clearly be seen that LEDCs have a high population growth, 
supporting the statement that more  
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!  

FIGURE 2. Map displaying the Human Development Index  

 Figure 2 uses the Human Development Index (HDI) in order to measure the development of a 
country. The HDI is a measurement created by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
which considers a multitude of factors by determining the level of development a nation is. These factors 
can range from economic to social factors.   

 When looking at figure 2, it can be seen that most of these places are LEDCs, places where 
there isn’t enough money for the government to invest in infrastructure which can withstand natural 
disasters. Seeing as most of the LEDCs lie by the equator, where heavy rainfall and flooding is common. 
Additionally, when looking at Figure 3, it can be seen that these countries also lie in natural disaster 
prone regions.  

!  

FIGURE 3. Map showing the Natural Disaster Risk of Nations 
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 However, in the current day and age, it is predicted that the frequency and severity of natural 
disasters, specifically disasters relating to weather (eg cyclones or flooding). This is due to an increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions. Gasses such as carbon dioxide and methane are beginning to enter the 
atmosphere. As a result, the atmosphere begins to absorb more of the heat emitted from the sun, 
causing the atmosphere to increase in temperatures. As a result, the Earth’s overall temperature 
increases as well. This allows the air to become more humid which in turn creates more severe and 
more frequent monsoons as well as cyclones. The average temperature of the earth has risen by around 
1.1 degrees Celsius since the late 19th century.  

 The dangers of natural disasters and its effects continue to increase as the Earth becomes more 
globalised and interconnected. If a natural disaster occurs in one area, the global economy takes a toll. 
When looking at figure 3, it can be seen that many major economies are at great risks of natural 
disasters (China, India, ASEAN). There have been many efforts in order to resolve this issue (see 
previous attempts to solve the issue), yet the issue still remains pressing for most relevant member 
states.  

Why many human settlements are in natural disaster prone areas 

 Before discussing about improving human settlements in order to prevent the effects of natural 
disasters, it is important to discuss why most individuals settle among cities where natural disasters 
occur most often. This is important to understand as it aids in finding a sustainable solution for this issue 
at hand.  

 Naturally, large human settlements occur in low lying coastal regions, where soil is fertile and 
water is easily available. This is due to the fact that settlements develop where necessities, such as 
water and food, are easily accessible. With fertile soil, the cultivation of crops and livestock becomes 
easier. This attracts more people to these resources. Additionally, more people would trade goods and 
services creating businesses and trading centres, attracting more people. Everything develops in close 
proximity to each other in order to decrease transportation costs. Normally trading settlements flourish 
when they are near the coasts. This is because large scale trading normally occurs in the sea, where 
transportation is cheaper. It has been estimated that 90% of global trading occurs by sea. Considering all 
these factors, cities begin to grow, creating more and more economic opportunities, attracting more 
people, causing cities to grow even more. Furthermore, most of these locations are in ballers or 
canyons, it is in these such areas where tectonic fault lines are present. As a result, these areas are 
great for fostering human settlements, however they do come with a downside. They are prone to 
flooding, landslides, rising sea levels, heavy rainfalls, and sometimes volcanic eruptions and 
earthquakes.However, seeing the current trend of population growth, many individuals settle in 
endangered areas as no other space is available.  

How natural disasters affect LEDCs 

 Natural disasters can have different effects on the human population. One main factor 
considering how severe the after effects of a natural disaster is the quality of infrastructure in the regions 
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and one of the main factors determining this is the economic development of that region.Therefore, if a 
region is less economically developed any natural disaster can be detrimental for that region. To put this 
into perspective, a case study will be used.  

Case Study: Haiti 2010 Earthquake 

The Republic of Haiti suffered a catastrophic natural disaster on 12 January 2010 when an 
earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0 occurred. The earthquake was one of the most destructive in 
Haiti’s history, as it devastated most of the buildings in Haiti’s capital Port au Prince. Several 
large aftershocks with magnitudes of up to 5.0 followed. A total of 3 million people were affected 
by the earthquake with death tolls ranging from 220,000 to 316,000.  

An estimated of 1.5 million became homeless as a result of the earthquake and were 
accommodated to camps where water, sanitation, and medical care was limited. As a result, 
along with failing plumbing, cholera spread throughout the camps and the capital.  

The main reason as to why Haiti suffered such great consequences from the earthquake was 
because Haiti is a LEDC, meaning that the government was not able to invest in proper 
infrastructure which was resilient enough to withstand the seismic waves produced by the 
earthquake. Additionally, the emergency services in Haiti were underdeveloped and were not 
able to function quickly or properly seeing the drastic damage done to the nation.  

Being an LEDC, it took Haiti almost 5 years to mostly recover from the effects of the quake. 
Furthermore, economic as well as human development in Haiti was largely hindered, making it 
extremely difficult for Haiti to fully recover. It is safe to say that if Haiti had stronger infrastructure 
which could deal with the natural disaster, the death toll would have been considerably lower and 
it would have been much easier for Haiti to recover.  

How natural disasters affect MEDCs 

 Although natural disasters do occur in MEDCs, the after effects are generally diminished as the 
governments of the MEDCs are able to invest more in infrastructure which can withstand such natural 
disasters as well as properly developed emergency services which generally decreases the death toll 
drastically in MEDCs 

Case Study: Japan 2011 Earthquake 

On the 11th of March 2011, Japan experienced their most powerful earthquake in its recorded 
history. The earthquake had a magnitude of 9.1 on the Richter Scale and triggered a tsunami 
which reached heights of up to 40.5 meters tall and traveled up to 10 kilometres in land. 15,894 
deaths occurred all over Japan and 228,863 were displaced. This natural disaster was one of the 
worst in its history, being the most powerful earthquake ever recorded in Japan.  

No people were left homeless as temporary housing or permanent relocation was provided to 
most of its citizens. It has been listed that 127,290 buildings had totally collapsed. Some after 
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effects of the earthquake and tsunami were landslides and a nuclear leak. Considering the 
development of the emergency services in Japan, the amount of deaths was very small, when 
taking everything into consideration.  

The main reason as to why Japan reacted so quickly and efficiently to the earthquakes were 
mainly due to the implementation of strict building codes and strong emergency services. 
Although the damage done by the natural disaster in Japan was less than in Haiti, it still took 
quite a long time for Japan to recover. It took 4 years for Japan to fully recover from the 
earthquake. Considering the magnitude of the earthquake and tsunami, such a recovery is very 
notable.  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) 

 The UNISDR is an international organisation created in December 1999, following the 

International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR). Its main purposes is to supervise how the 
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (see Relevant UN Treaties and Events) is adopted by 
different nations. This is one of the most important organisations relating to this issue at hand, as its 
mandate primarily focuses on decreasing the risks of natural disasters. It was formed amidst the ending 
of the IDNDR, meaning that it has the solution for this issue in its best interest. The UNISDR four main 
priorities are as follows: understanding disaster risk, strengthening disaster risk governance to manage 
disaster risk, investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience, and enhancing disaster preparedness for 
effective response.  

 In 2010, the Making Cities Resilient: My City is Getting Ready (see Appendix I) was initiated by 
the UNISDR in an attempt to decrease urban risk and to motivate cities to increase their resilience for 
disaster risk reduction. It has amassed a total of 3635 cities throughout its campaign. The campaign 
mainly focuses on 3 core components: raising awareness, investing in resilient infrastructure, and 
building a safe manner.  

China 

 China is one of the most powerful economies on Earth, however, it still has yet to address the 

growing issue of climate change and its effects on natural disasters. When observing Figure 3, it can be 
seen that large regions of the nation are in dire risk of natural disasters occurring. Therefore, it is in 
China’s best interest to increase the resiliency of their infrastructure in order to diminish the large threats 
which natural disasters impose. China experiences a vast array of natural disasters, mainly floods, 
droughts, earthquakes, as well as forest fires. This is mainly due to its extensive amounts of rivers and 
dams, as well as bordering the ring of fire in the Pacific. However, the Chinese government has been 
criticised regarding their efficiency on providing aid to its citizens after a natural disaster has occurred.  

India 
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 When observing Figure 3, it can be seen that almost all of the regions in India have a high risk of 

experiencing natural disasters. Additionally, as the population of India continues to grow rapidly, with 
experts predicting that it will pass China in 2028 when measuring population size, cities will grow more 
crowded and infrastructure will become less sturdy and resilient for natural disasters occurring in the 
near future. Due to the geography of India, droughts, flash floods, cyclones, avalanches, and landslides 
are extremely common. Considering all of these factors, India should definitely be in favour of solving 
this issue.  

Mexico 

 Due to Mexico’s geographic location and climate patterns, many regions within it are at high risk 
of natural disasters such as earthquakes, droughts, hurricanes, and volcanic eruptions. Mexico is 
expected to become even more economically powerful. In the present era, Mexico remains the still a 
large economic power, being the 15th largest economy in the world, being just below Spain. However, 
most of the infrastructure in disaster prone areas within Mexico are not resilient enough in order to 
overcome natural disasters properly. Mexico does have an emergency response organisation, yet lack 
the prevention methods in order to decrease the mortality rate.  

United States of America 

 The United States of America continues to have high risks of natural disasters, mainly due to its 
large land area. The USA experiences disasters such as earthquakes, tsunami’s, volcanic eruptions, 
hurricanes, and landslides. As a result, the US has invested heavily in prevention and response units in 
order to decrease the death toll of these natural disasters. The United States of America has also 
introduced an agency which managed the emergency responses to natural disasters: the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Although the US is quite developed, there have been many 
critiques to how the nation manages its response and prevention methods regarding natural disasters.  

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)  

 ASEAN is an intergovernmental organisation which consist of 10 Southeast Asian states: Brunei, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. When 
looking at Figure 3, almost all of these regions have a high risk of a natural disaster occurring. Mainly 
earthquakes, tsunamis, typhoons, flooding, and landslides. The population of countries in ASEAN is 
expected to still grow rapidly. Considering that most of ASEAN’s member states are LEDCs, most of the 
infrastructure is not resilient enough. When regarding the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, 
the lack of resiliency of many ASEAN member states’ infrastructure can be seen. It should be in the 
interest of most member states in ASEAN to resolve this issue. One of ASEAN’s main goal is to facilitate 
economic growth through cooperation between member states. However, one natural disaster could halt 
economic progress of one nation and all of ASEAN would be affected.  

Timeline of Events 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Natural Disasters and vulnerability, 18 February 2009 (A/RES/63/217) 
● Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 18 March 2015 (UNISDR/GE/2015) 
● International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, 21 January 2002 (A/RES/56/195) 
● International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction: successor arrangements, 30 July 1999 (E/

1999/L.4) 
● Hyogo Declaration, 16 March 2005 (A/CONF.206/6) 

Date Description of event

1990-1999
The United Nations General Assembly named the 1990s the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR). The decade was intended to 
diminish the effects of natural disasters on member states. 

January 21st, 2002
The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) is passed in 
resolution A/RES/56/195 which attempted to create a plan to decrease the 
effects of a natural disaster. 

March 16th, 2005
The Hyogo Declaration is created, which as the ISDR, attempted to create a 
plan to decrease the severity of the aftereffects of natural disaster. 

August 11th, 2009

An international conference is held which focused on “Building a Local 
Government Alliance for Disaster Risk Reduction” in South Korea. The 
conference mainly focused on 4 aspects: making cities safer, localising the 
Hyogo Framework for Action (see Appendix II), capacity building for local 
governments in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), and information and 
communication technology for DRR

Januare 12th, 2010
Haiti experiences a catastrophic earthquake which devastated most of its 
urban areas. The earthquake measured 7.0 on the Richter scale. See the 
Background Information section for more information. 

May 2010
The “Making Cities Resilient Campaign” (MCRC) is implemented which has 
campaigned for improved infrastructure in cities in order to decrease the 
death toll and economic effects from natural disasters in cities. 

March 11th, 2011
Japan experiences one of its most powerful earthquakes which measured 9.1 
on the Richter scale. See the Background Information section for more 
information. 

September 25th, 
2015

In the resolution A/RES/70/1, the Sustainable Development Goals are agreed 
on by the general assembly. The goals focus on working together to make the 
world a better place for each member state and their population. SDG 9, 
tackles the issue on resilient infrastructure. 
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Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 There have been a vast array of previous attempts to solve this issue. One of the most prevalent 
ones is the Making Cities Resilient Campaign. Seeing as most of the population of the Earth live in cities, 
where infrastructure can not be built properly to withstand natural disasters, the campaign was aimed at 
the majority of the world in order to make sure that cities can endure the natural disasters. The campaign 
has already included 3635 cities worldwide which are looking to improve their infrastructure. The 
campaign has also included a step by step programme which cities can allow to become more resilient. 
This programme mainly focuses on 3 main components: raising awareness, allocating proper building 
budgets, and building in a safer manner. This campaign has been overall successful in its 
implementation throughout the globe, considering the large amounts of cities which follow the campaign. 
However, although most issues regarding infrastructure and its resilience are in urban areas, the 
campaign only focuses on the issue at a regional level. In order to be more effective, the campaign could 
expand to a larger level.  

 The UNISDR is the main organiser of the Making Cities Resilient Campaign. This organisation 
has been implemented in order to ensure that all member states acknowledge the ongoing threats of 
natural disasters. It also encourages the development of infrastructure which can be resilient to natural 
disasters as well as improving the already built infrastructure. It aims to prepare all relevant nations for a 
natural disaster if it were to occur. The UNISDR is mostly responsible for creating most of the relevant 
events and resolutions regarding this issue.  

 The Hyogo Declaration is a guideline produced by the governments around the world which 
aimed to take action in reducing the risk of natural disasters. Adopted in 2005, it acted as a ten year plan 
for all governments. It proved to be quite effective in solving the issue to some extent, yet it didn’t tackle 
the issue in most LEDCs, where the issue is most present. Due to its success in decreasing the risk of 
natural disasters it has been renewed for another 15 years.  

 The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically SDG 9, focus on creating resilient 
infrastructure in a sustainable way. Since the Sustainable Development Goals are fairly new, the effects 
of SDG 9 have not been observable. However, the idea of this solution has proven to solve the issue 
before. The SDGs are based off of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which have proven to be 
very successful. It has been  estimated that 21.0 million to 29.7 million lives were saved due to the 
MDGs. Therefore, it is predicted that the SDGs will also be successful in achieving their goals.  
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Possible Solutions 

 There are many solutions in preventing the effects of natural disasters to become to detrimental. 
Some examples can include the following: 

!  

FIGURE 4. Table showing different possibilities of hazard intervention 

 When looking at Figure 4, it can be seen that there are various different infrastructures to prevent 
the severity of natural disasters. Some of these types of hazard interventions do count as infrastructure, 
relating to the issue at hand, such as protection dams, and flood dykes. In order to decrease the need to 
improve the resiliency of infrastructure within cities, more could be invested in these hazard intervention 
methods. However, it is important to note that the issue focuses mainly on improving the already-existing 
infrastructure of cities along with the prevention methods. In order to find more information on these 
prevention methods, see appendix 3, where the UNISDR discusses more about how these hazard 
intervention methods work as well as how to improve already existing infrastructure. The report was 
created following the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.  

 Another solution would be to create a campaign on what small changes could be made to houses 
in LEDCs in order to make infrastructure more strong and durable if a disaster would to occur. For 
example, the campaign could include reinforcements to roofs (such as beams). Throughout this 
campaign, more awareness for the issue could spread around. An issue for many families in LEDCs is 
lack of money in order to pay for these reinforcements to their own homes. A solution for this could be to 
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add kits to the campaign, where houses can use the contents of the kit in order to make small, yet 
effective changes to the houses and their resiliency.  

 Another issue for many LEDCs is lack of appropriate building codes, or lack of enforcement of 
these building codes. Therefore, an appropriate step to be taken is to ask for the building codes to 
become more strict in order to decrease the chance of the buildings to survive the chance of a natural 
disasters. Furthermore, the building codes should be modified for different climates, where different 
natural disasters occur. For example, in rainy areas, the building codes should be more strict on 
plumbing and rainfall diversions. Additionally, more countries should enforce the building codes. In order 
to ensure that the codes are being enforced, the UNISDR could send officials to different urban areas to 
observe how each member state is enforcing their codes and how the infrastructure in the urban areas 
are keeping to the building codes. 
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Introduction 

Sharon J. got married at the age of 14, which dashed her future to become a journalist: “My 
dream was to study to be a journalist. Until today, when I watch news of listen to the radio and someone 
is reading news, it causes me a lot of pain because I wish it were me.” Marriages is considered as a 
celebration of love, sharing of happiness throughout your life with the loved one, and fostering a family. 
However, for Sharon and millions of other girls, marriage is one of the worst things that can happen. 
Imagine the lives of those girls - who are sixteen, ten, or even seven years old - endure.  

Today, there are nearly 70 million child brides worldwide. With marriage, a girl’s childhood ends 
abruptly. Numerous girls in developing world are at risk of coercively getting married, putting their health, 
education and future prospects in jeopardy. Child marriage remains as an enormous problem in 
developing countries due to variety of reason: poverty, gender inequity, tradition, insecurity, lack of 
adequate education, and proper legal framework. Child brides have diminished chances of completing 
their basic education and are at a higher risk of being physically abused, contracting HIV and other 
diseases, and dying while pregnant or giving birth. The root causes of the issue must be tackled in order 
to exterminate child marriage from the fundamental level.  

In this report, we will go over the numerous aspects of child marriage, as well as several targeted 
areas of child marriage that will need to be addressed in order to eradicate child marriages.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Child Marriage 

According to the Article 1 of the Convention on the Right of Child, Child Marriage refers to any 
marriage of a child younger than 18 years old. Child marriage is a reality for both boys and girls, but 
girls are disproportionately the most affected.  

Poverty 

Poverty, defined by the United Nations in 1998, is “a denial of choices and opportunities, a 
violation of human dignity.”  It refers to lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. It 
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means to not having enough to feed and clothe a family, not being able to send children to school or 
to clinics, not having enough land to grow food on, not having a job to earn one’s living, and not 
having access to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness, and exclusion of individuals, 
households,  and communities. It means susceptibility to violence, and it often implies living on 
marginal or fragile environments, without access to clean water or sanitation. 

Discrimination Against Women and Girls (Gender Discrimination) 

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against women (CEDAW) defines 
Gender Discrimination as “Any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which 
has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, 
irrespective of their marital status, on the basis of equality of men and women, of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.” Gender 
discrimination in colloquial definition includes both gender, but in this chair report, it will chiefly refer 
to women and girls.  

Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) 

LEDCs are countries not as economically or as socially advanced as developed nations. Usually, 
LEDCs attempt to industrialize in order to improve social welfare and the national economy. In most 
of these countries, educational infrastructures are lacking. Children often are not sent to school in 
order to help raise the family, which indicates that even those that are able to get an education—
usually males—might only receive a primary education.  

Background Information 

Causes of Child Marriage 

The causes of child marriage must be addressed in order to eradicate poverty. The two causes 
listed below are the biggest but not limited causes of child marriages. Poverty and norms pertain to most 
cases of child marriage prevalent today, and will continue to fuel child marriage unless concerted 
attentions are paid.   

 Poverty 

Many girls and their families cite poverty as a factor for premature marriage. The stress of 
“another mouth to feed” quickens many parents’ decisions to marry off their daughters at young 
ages. In many Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs), a girl’s parents pay dowry to 
the groom. The shocking factor is that the younger the daughter, the lower the dowry; which 
means that some poor families think that if they do not marry off their daughters early, they will 
not be able to get married at all due to their financial conditions. In other cases, the groom pays 
for the bride. In an essence, females are regarded as financial commodities to the family, in which 
they can be sold to earn economic assets for living.  

Social and Religious Norms 
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Child marriage functions as a social and religious norm. Marrying girls under 18 years old 
is rooted in gender discrimination, encouraging premature childbearing and giving preference to 
male’s education. Due to the fact that patriarchy was the main social system in majority of 
nations, the notion that females are worse than their male counterparts is still prevalent in most 
old people’s minds. Hence, this concept belittles women and put them in disadvantage in terms of 
education and economic investment. In addition, religion also plays a role in fueling child 
marriage. Islam is the biggest, but not the only, driving religion behind child marriage. The Qur’an, 
which is the record of the words of God, explicitly permits marriage shortly after the onset of 
menstruation. According to Qur’an, a girl aged ten or twelve can and has the right to get married, 
and those who think she is too young are wrong and they are being unfair to her. These deeply 
rooted norms that undervalue and discriminate girls must be modified in order to reduce the rate 
of child marriage.  

Multifaceted Issue 

Even though the aforementioned two are the major causes of child marriage, there are many 
more areas that must be covered in order to to cover the core issues of child marriage and why it must 
be eliminated. 

 Education 

According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 2009 research, girls who 
marry early often abandon formal education and become pregnant. Child brides are forced to 
give up on their education to take care of family and give birth to a child. As a result, many girls 
have miserably little access to sexual and reproductive health information and services. It is a 
negative cycle, where the young mothers are not able to provide adequate knowledge on 
sexuality or pregnancy to their children due to lack of knowledge of their own. Even though it will 
take some time, basic education and education for sexuality education are required to end the 
dreadful cycle.  

Health 

Lack of education is highly correlated with early and risky childbearing. The 
consequences can be detrimental: complications from pregnancy and childbirth are second 
leading cause of death for girls teenage girls globally. In addition, the stress of childbirth in 
physically immature bodies can cause obstetric fistulas, a tear between a girl’s vagina and rectum 
that results in constant leaking of urine and feces. Moreover, 74% of new HIV infections among 
African adolescents are in girls, who are subjected to child marriage and are pressured to bear a 
child without proper safety measures. Girls suffering health problems are often ostracized and 
abandoned by their families.  

Domestic Violence 
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Domestic violence is another physical and psychological risk of child marriage, 
perpetrated by the husband. While not all child marriages lead to domestic violence, a larger age 
gap between the bride and the groom increases the risk  of such violence. Many nations fail to 
criminalize marital rape, as it is a private issue behind the closed curtains. Even when it is 
considered a crime, child brides have little ability to seek for assistance. In general, the lack of 
information about their rights, lack of legal services, and rejection from their own families isolate 
child brides to suffer from the abuses.  

Armed Conflict 

Armed conflicts raises girl's’ risk of child marriage and other abuses. Forced marriage of 
girls is a devastating tactic of war used by extremist groups such as Islamic State (ISIS) and 
Nigeria’s Boko Haram. Many girls are kidnapped, and separated from their families for sexual 
slavery. The girls who are captured are literally forced to get married to terrorists. A woman who 
escaped from the ISIS stated that the ISIS fighters told the abducted girls to “forget about your 
relatives, from now on you will marry us, bear our children” in the “wedding hall” with 60 other 
girls. As the bloody Syrian Conflict continues, many things have changed including child 
marriages. According to UNICEF, almost one third (33%) of refugee marriages in Jordan involve 
a girl under 18, whereas the rate of child marriage in Syria before the war was 13%. In some 
cases, the refugees themselves decide to marry off their daughters. Some households marry off 
their daughters due to tradition. Others see a husband as “protection” for their daughters. In 
reality, however, child brides are usually not able to negotiate safer sex with their husbands, 
making them vulnerable to sexually transmitted diseases and early pregnancy, we can put the 
mothers and babies at risk of death.  

History of Girl’s Education 

Education plays a crucial role in the aforementioned cause and the multidimensional factors. 
Therefore, it is important to note the changes in women's education.   

 Global Female Education Trends 

 Even before the 1900s, females took care of the household. While some females were 
able to receive primary education, many were not. After World War I and World War II, women 
began obtaining freedoms that they hadn’t had before. This was because many areas in the 
world acknowledged that while the men were at war, the women took on the jobs the men left 
open. This led to female empowerment. After that, the education rates for women and girls have 
been rising in many, but not all, parts of the world. Since 2000, after the adoption of the MDGs, 
enrollment rates of students in primary schools have increased with the note that more girls are 
now in schools. Literacy rates of females have also increased. Despite the continuing rise of 
education rates of females in most parts of the world, there has been declining rates of education 
of females in other areas. With the ongoing armed conflicts in the Middle East, for example, more 
females are being pulled out of school. 
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Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 

 In 1987, the UN General Assembly first endorsed the idea of sustainable development, 
causing people to discover and explore the role of education in sustainable development. With 
the 40 chapters of Agenda 21, a non-binding, voluntary plan of action for sustainable 
development, written by the UN in 1992, the concept of education usage to promote and propel 
sustainable development was matured. From this, the member nations noticed that education 
affects sustainability plans in the implementation and decision-making processes as well as 
influencing the quality of life. As educated citizens are more likely to understand and stay 
informed of issues, they are more likely to implement sustainable development plans. In areas 
where there are higher levels of education, such plans can be more intricate and complex.  

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

On September 25-27, 2015, world leaders met at the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Summit in New York. With the success of the MDGs, member nations were 
determined to continue their sustainable development agenda. Thus, the 193 leaders adopted 
the seventeen SDGs in the hopes of ending extreme poverty, fixing climate change, and fighting 
inequality and injustice. The conference acknowledged that giving women and girls access to 
education would lead to them finding decent work. This would then lead to the females gaining 
better health care and greater representation in both political and economic decision-making 
processes, which would fuel sustainable economies.The conference worked to address the 
issues that in 1/3 of countries in LEDCs still have gender disparities in primary education, gender-
based employment inequalities still exist globally, and inequalities in leadership positions in 
LEDCs and More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs). 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Ethopia  

Child Marriage is a pervasive problem in Ethiopia, and it is especially prevalent in rural areas. 
The median age at first marriage for girls living in rural areas is 16.5, which is around 2 years younger 
than the average age of girls living in urban areas. Ethiopia has acceded to numerous international and 
regional human rights conventions and consensus documents that prohibit child marriage. Ethiopian 
national laws guarantee protection against child marriage: the Constitution states that children must be 
protected against exploitive practices, and that marriage shall be based on free and full consent from 
both parties. Even though prevention efforts by the government and Non-Governmental partners have 
started to make slight improvements, the lack of proper enforcement of those legal frameworks prevents 
the eradication of child marriage. 

Bangladesh 

In Bangladesh, the environmental factor plays a role in child marriage. Poor families living in 
areas at high risk of natural disasters have reported the resulting insecurity from climate changes served 
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as a factor that pushed them to marry their daughters early. Flooding of crops or the loss of land can 
deepen a family’s poverty, and parents hasten young daughter’s marriage to make up for the loss from 
the natural disaster or anticipation of one. Currently, Bangladesh is paying an unprecedented attention in 
child marriage: the prime minister have publicly committed to fight child marriages. However, the promise 
does not always lead to an effective solution. Despite setting a goal of eliminating child marriage by 
2041, Bangladesh proposed legislation to lower the age of marriage from 18 to 16.  

Tanzania 

 Child marriage still has legal status under Tanzanian law. The Law of Marriage Act (1971) allows 

for boys to marry at 18 and girls to marry at 15. Girls under 18 need parental consent to marry, but that 
does not, in any way, protect a girl from early marriage. The legality of child marriage makes it hard to 
end such marriages in Tanzania. Also ,Tanzania has not reviewed new or existing laws to ensure 
compliance with the international conventions they have ratified. Hence, it sets a barrier between the 
international community and Tanzania, as Tanzanian laws contradict the passed conventions. Moreover, 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is still prevalent across Tanzania. FGM refers to the total or partial 
removal of female genital organs, which was outlawed by the Sexual Offence Special Provision Act in 
1998 as an example of cruelty to children. Clearly, the laws are clearly not being enforced or prosecuted, 
and some domestic laws contradict each other. It is important to make the approved laws coherent with 
the old ones or amend the old laws to fit the international conventions. 

Niger 

Niger has one of the highest rates of child marriages in the world: 24% at the age of 15, and 80% 
at the age of 18. The biggest reason is economic reason, but social norm also plays a role. In Niger, 
there is a deeply rooted fear of unmarried teenaged girls falling pregnant and becoming “delinquents.” 
Being the country that ranks lowest on the United National human development index, Niger has a 
constant struggle against the accumulating obstacle of hunger and poverty. Marriage of Tuareg girls, a 
group of nomadic pastoralists, literally do not have a choice but to marry early. Even though it is the girls’ 
“decisions” to marry, with the financial condition that comes with marriage, she simply cannot decline the 
offer. Wealthy men from neighboring Nigeria would pay thousands of dollars to “buy” these girls as their 
wives. Then, some child brides are locked up in the houses of their husbands and maltreated and 
abused. The chief child protection officer, Brigitte Sonnois, in Niger says that “child marriages must be 
tackled on a wide front.” Sonnois also states that “creating food security and providing basic needs for 
families are essential as well as education and changing the status of women in society.” 

Pakistan 

 According to the UNICEF, 3% of children are married by the age of 15, and 21% by 18 in 
Pakistan. The statistics show that the occurrence of child marriage in Pakistan is about 10% lower than 
the global stats. However, that does not indicate that the country does not put in effort to eradicate such 
violation of human rights. In May of 2017, the Council of Islamic Ideology (CII), a constitutional boy which 
gives Islamic legal advice to the government, rejected the draft Child Marriage Restraint Act, which 
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states to increase legal age for marriage from 16 to 18 nationwide. In February 2017, the Parliament 
adopted an amendment that would toughen punishments against child marriage. Offenders face a 
minimum of five years of imprisonment and may serve up to 10 years. In addition, Pakistan is a member 
of the South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC), an International Governmental 
Organization which adopts a regional action plan to target child marriage. As an amid fervent advocate to 
abolish child marriages, Pakistan is one of the first nations to propose a target to end child marriages for 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event

September 2, 1990

The Adoption of Convention on the Rights of the Child (A/RES/44/25) 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child is an international treaty that sets 
the rights of the child in civil, political, economic, social, health and cultural 
categories. It proposes a formal definition of a “child,” a person below the age 
of 18. 

July 2, 2015

Resolution A/HRC/29/L.15 was adopted by the United Nations Human 
Rights Council 
The resolution recognizes child marriage as a violation of human rights that 
prevents individuals from living their lives free from all forms of violence which 
can violate human rights such as right to education. Also, it recognizes that 
child marriage is a barrier to sustainable development that helps to perpetuate 
the cycle of poverty. 

September 25, 2015

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are adopted at the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Summit 
The SDGs cover many aspects of child marriage that must be solved: poverty, 
education, health, and gender equality. Specifically, the UN SDG include 
eliminating child marriage as a key target by 2030 for advancing gender 
equality. 

June 3, 2016

The Adoption of the Model Law on Eradicating Child Marriage and 
Protecting Children Already in Marriage by the Southern African 
Development Community Parliamentary Forum (SADC-PF) 
SADC-PF adopted the first ever model law on child marriage during the 39th 
Plenary Assembly meeting in Swaziland. The Model Law provides guidance to 
parliamentarians, ministries of justice, policymakers, and other stakeholders in 
SADC countries as the develop laws. It addresses the most common problem 
of inconsistencies and gaps in the laws which weaken the sanction 
mechanisms.
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2 September 1990 (A/RES/44/25) 
● Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, 20 December 1993 (A/RES/48/104) 
● Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 25 September 2015 (A/

RES/70/1) 
● Strengthening the efforts to prevent and eliminate child, early and forced marriage, 2 July 2015 

(A/HRC/29/L.15) 
● Child, Early, and Forced Marriage, 23 January 2017 (A/RES/71/175) 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 A number of bodies in the United Nations and within government sectors has undertaken 
measures in pursuit of the eradication of child marriage. Landmark progress has been achieved although 
the influence of said progress is still in the process of being expanded around the world, and the issue of 
child and early marriage is yet to be solved fundamentally in certain regions. 

 In 2015, the United Nations adopted the Sustainable Development Goals that embodies the issue 
regarding child marriage. According to the 2017 progress report for goal 5, achieving gender equality and 
empower all women and girls, child marriage is declining; but it is not far enough. In 2000, 1 in 3 girls 
were married before the age of 18; whereas in 2015, 1 in 4 girls were married before 18.  Regarding the 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), the rate at which FGM occurs decrease 24% since 2000. However, 
prevalence of such practice remains high in some of the 30 nations with representative data. Around 1 in 
3 girls still gets her genitals removed at an early age between 15 to 19. Indeed, there has been some 
decrease in percentage of child marriage and FGM. However, proper enforcement and prosecution of 
proposed program or legislations are needed in order to make the programs most effective.  

 There have been many proposed solutions to provide various programs and increase the number 
of interventions targeting the causes of child marriage: poverty and social norms. The programs by 
NGOs, such as CARE and Girls Not Brides, or local governments provided girls opportunities to obtain 
skills and education. They also attempted to engage with families and community members to alter the 
underlying social norms that perpetuate child marriage. Many interventions also offered economic 
incentives to target the poverty section of the cause. However, there are numerous cases when the 
programs were unsuccessful due to funding and scale issues, and there hasn’t been a large scale 
program that incorporate the whole nation. These issues must be addressed to find the effective and 
efficient means to ameliorate the situation.  

Possible Solutions 

 While the impairments caused by child marriage are devastating, the benefits of ending child 
marriage are far-reaching. Mitigating the issue of child marriage is a strategic way to empower girls and 
achieve gender equality in the long term. It allows females to be free from violence, participate in public 
life, and receive proper health and education services. However, the issue at hand is complex and varies 
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widely by nations. Member states who have committed to achieve the SDG by 2030 must employ a 
holistic, comprehensive approach to carefully alleviate the condition. 

 The adoption and implementation of national legal frameworks that uphold the approved 
international human rights standards is the key. For instance, setting 18 as the minimum marriage age, 
avoiding loopholes such as exceptions for parental consent, and requiring proof of age before marriage. 
Reflecting upon past attempts, delegates must note that not only the legal framework, but also the 
enforcement of the proposed legislations matter. Governments should ensure these protections are not 
undermined by religious or cultural norms and should try to regularly engage with religious and 
community leaders. It is important acknowledge what types of interventions work. The proliferation of 
interventions serve as a method to monitor and evaluate how the proposed laws are being implemented.  

 Moreover, education in larger scale for both girls and parents are the key to long-term solution for 
eradicating child marriages globally. As aforementioned, it is crucial to provide necessary education 
regarding sexuality and teach girls about their basic human rights. In addition, guaranteeing the access 
to both primary and secondary education is essential to empowerment of girls. By providing adequate 
education to girls, they will have the chances of access to employment and means of supporting 
themselves and their families. In addition, educating the parents or elders are a pivotal step to alter the 
traditions. Many parents believe that marrying their daughters early is the way to “protect” their 
daughters from sexual harassment and hunger. Unfortunately, many families are unaware of the 
negative effects of forced early marriage. Hence, education for parents is an urgent matter that must be 
discussed to dispose the root of child marriages.  

 Last but not least, economic incentives are another important factor of abolishing child marriages. 
Providing monetary incentives can be an immediate solution, but providing lasting tactics and expertise 
tailored to sustainable forms of economic independence are much more ideal. 

 Research Report | Page !  of !  9 11



The Hague International Model United Nations, Singapore 2017| XIII Annual Session

Bibliography 

Varia, Nisha. “Ending Child Marriage.” Human Rights Watch, 27 Jan. 2016, www.hrw.org/world-report/
2016/ending-child-marriage. 

“SADC Parliamentarians Adopt Model Law on Eradicating Child Marriage.”Girls Not Brides, 7 Sept. 
2016, www.girlsnotbrides.org/sadc-model-law-child-marriage/. 

“Human Rights Council Adopts 2015 Resolution to End Child, Early and Forced Marriage.” Girls Not 
Brides, 6 July 2017, www.girlsnotbrides.org/human-rights-council-adopts-resolution-to-end-child-early-
and-forced-marriage/. 

“Child Marriage.” UNICEF, 29 Aug. 2016, www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58008.html. 

“PROGRESS OF GOAL 5 IN 2017.” United Nations, 2017, sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg5. 

“Voices of Child Brides and Child Mothers in Tanzania.” Children’s Dignity Forum, 6 July 2017, http://
www.forwarduk.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Voices-of-Child-Brides-in-Tanzania.pdf 

“Profutures Development Initiative: Ethiopia.” Forward, July 2014, http://www.forwarduk.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2014/12/Ethio-ChildMarriage-final-web.pdf 

“A Summary of the Rights Under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.” UNICEF, 2010, https://
www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf 

“Convention on the Rights of the Child.” Office of the United Nations high Commissioner for Human 
Rights, 1989, http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/crc.pdf 

“Solution to End Child Marriage: What the Evidence Shows.” International Center for Research on 
Women, 2013, https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Solutions-to-End-Child-Marriage.pdf 

“Big Money for Niger’s Child Brides.” BBC News, 29 May 2014, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-27619295 

Stanton, Jenny. “The girls who escaped ISIS.” Dailymail, 17 March 2016, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
news/article-3493143/The-refugees-forced-child-brides-Portraits-tragic-girls-fled-ISIS-married-age-
NINE.html 

“Child Marriage Around the World: Pakistan.” Girls Not Brides, 2016, http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/child-
marriage/pakistan/ 

Appendix or Appendices 

I. A list of Sustainable Development Goals with detailed explanation of each goal 

 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300   
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II. Useful fact sheet on the impacts of girls’ education on society 

 http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/sites/gem-report/files/girls-factsheet-en.pdf 
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Forum:  The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

Issue: Strategies to Increase Accessibility in Cities for Disabled People 

Student Officer: May Lee (Soo Bin Lee) 
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Introduction 

Disability correlates with poverty in most cases, which means that those who are in dire need for 
help are denied access to basic transportation, services, or comfort. People with disabilities have 
generally poorer health, lower education achievements, fewer economic opportunities and higher rates 
of poverty. A major reason for this is that there isn’t enough services for disabilities to overcome barriers 
through health care, rehabilitation, education, employment opportunities, and the social atmosphere to 
respect the physical difference. Specifically in the developing nations, a significant proportion of the poor 
are people with disabilities. As the number of international agreements to target poverty and improve 
sustainable development, it is extremely important to take specific measures to reduce the societal 
discrimination and isolation that those disabilities continue to face.  

An estimated 650 million people live with a disability, and 80% of these people live in developing 
countries. However, the measurement of disabilities and number of people with a disability pose several 
challenges for measurement. Approaches to measure disability vary across countries and influence the 
results. Hence, there is a high possibility that there are more people with disabilities than the estimate 
provided above. Overall, the broad trend for disabled people are improving; however, the number of 
people with disabilities is increasing as well. Because the population of elders increase, the percentage 
of people with disabilities rises. Many cities around the world still requires much more improvement to 
truly accept disabled, senior, and frail persons.  

 Through this report, we will discuss numerous aspects of strategies to increase accessibilities for 
disabled people, as well as what areas must be targeted to improve the lives of disabled persons.  

Definition of Key Terms 

People with Disabilities / Disabled People 

Many governments define disabled people as “any person who has a physical or psychological 
impairment that substantially limits one or more major aspects in life; has a record of such 
impairment; or is regarded as having such impairment.” Major aspects in life refer to basic skills that  
are required in our daily lives such as walking, hearing, talking, seeing, sensing, breathing, learning, 
and caring for oneself.  

Accessibility 
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According the World Health Organization (WHO), Physical accessibility refers to the “availability of 
good health services within reasonable reach of those who need them.” Economic accessibility 
refers to “a measure of people’s ability to pay for services without financial hardship,” and 
information accessibility is the right to the right to seek, receive and impart information regarding but 
not limited to health issues.” In specific regard to accessibility planning, accessibility is the amount of 
services and jobs people can access within a certain travel time.  

Assistive Technology 

Assistive Technology is any device, equipment, or product that is used to maintain, increase, or 
improve the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities. As improvement technology is a 
huge tool for the disabled persons, assistive technology has also developed significantly. Some 
common assistive technology include: large key-keyboards, touch screen displays, speech 
recognition program, and text readers.   

Ableism 

Ableism, also known as disability discrimination, is discrimination or prejudice against individuals 
with disabilities. This idea describes people with disabilities as inferior to the non-disabled. This idea 
is what the global community has been trying to counter, and must be dismissed.  

Inclusive Design / Planning 

Inclusive Design is the design of common daily products and services that are accessible to and 
usable by as many people as possible without the need for additional specialized designs. It doesn’t 
suggest that all products must be designed this way, but it guides an appropriate design response to 
diversity in the population. A broader concept is disability inclusion, which is inclusion people with 
disabilities in everyday activities. This concept is carried out through policy making, inclusive 
designs, and adequate planning for societies.  

Background Information 

Types of Barriers 

Over the years, the experts have classified types of barriers regarding disabilities. These barriers 
must be examined to meet access needs in several areas, as all three areas are prevalent in member 
states.  

 Social Barriers 
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Social barriers are the economic, education, and the communication part of the barriers. 
Possessing a disability puts one at disadvantage in many different levels. As aforementioned, 
disabled people are more likely to live in poverty and they are far less likely to be employed. The 
unemployment rate of people with disabilities is around 13.9%, whereas the percentage for those 
without disabilities is 6%. Not to mention, the percentage of of not completing high school for 
people with disabilities are much higher than their peers without disabilities (23.5% to 11.1%). In 
aggregate, this becomes a bad cycle, where disabled people are excluded from the society and 
are deprived of the slight opportunities of increasing their quality of life.

!  

Factors Affecting the Health of People with Disabilities and without Disabilities in the United States 

Psychological Barriers 

 Psychological barriers include fear for personal safety and attitudinal barriers, and these 
barriers are the basis for other barriers. For instance, some people do not understand the 
difficulties of living our daily lives as disabled people or the discrimination they face. Stereotypes, 
stigma, prejudice, and discrimination are all part of psychological barriers. The thoughts that 
people with disabilities’ quality of life is poor or that they are “unhealthy” because of their 
impairments must be changed in order to construct a proper planning for all. By not considering 
disability a personal deficit or shortcoming, and instead thinking of it as a social responsibility 
where all people can be supported to live an independent lives, it becomes easier to recognize 
and address challenges that ALL people experience.  

Structural Barriers 
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Structural barrier is a concept that is strongly associated with the discomforts of disabled 
people, which includes infrastructure, information, and services. Otherwise known as structural 
inequality, it is the condition where a group of people are attributed an unequal status in relation 
to the others. This barrier specifically refers to the inequities that are rooted in our daily lives. It is 
constantly reinforced through flow of unequal relations in functions, decisions, rights, and 
opportunities.  Even though there has been progress in reducing barriers in this area, these fields 
require a lot of funds to improve. Hence, most developing nations and many developed nations 
do not prioritize these barriers, despite being the most direct with the lives of disabled people.  

Factors That Affect Accessibility 

 There are diverse aspects of life that must be addressed to improve and create an inclusive 
design. This section will discuss the distinct areas of target and how they should be reformed. 

 Transportation 

Transportation is a vital component for independent living, and just like others in society, 
disabled people rely on transportation to travel. Transportation now covers a number of areas 
including air travel, buses, trains, and taxis. However, in most cases, these are inaccessible to 
people with disabilities as they are unable to use these services in the first place. Many mundane 
things such as stairs or bumps are a critical limitations for people with disabilities. Luckily, various 
tools can be adapted in order to embrace everyone: foot pedals can be raised, wheelchair lifts or 
ramps may be customized, or establish low floors on vehicles. Transportation serve as a basic 
platform to gain access to other rights that people with disabilities deserve as human beings. 

Information 

 Access to information creates opportunities for everyone in society. The quality of 
information can significantly affect the functional availability and desirability of services that can 
be provided to those in need of special services. All parties must be aware of the new changes 
that are made or are to be made. To people with disabilities, they must be aware of the services 
and help available and accessible for them. They must recognize that there are helps available 
when they are in need of one. What’s the use of all the developments if people do not use them? 
Likewise, people without disabilities also should learn and respect the implementations of new 
system to assist disabled people. In all societies, people use information in many forms to make 
decisions and enjoy their rights. No long should societal barriers stand in the way of obtaining 
information. Major medias and government documents can provide videos with sign language, 
braille or audiobook to provide necessary information to everyone.  

Education 

 Similar to information, education is needed for all people. As aforementioned, people with 
disabilities have higher percentage of not finishing their secondary education. This may be due to 
poverty, inaccessible transportation, impairment, discriminatory remarks from peers, or all as a 
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whole. Either way, in order to break the atrocious cycle of poverty or being uneducated, there 
needs to be a plan. A plan to embody everyone in our education system. To leave no one behind. 
In addition, it is important to educate people without disabilities to understand and respect that 
physical difference and assist disabled persons if they are in need of help. By educating the 
younger generation from the root, we can deracinate part of psychological barrier.  

Public Facilities and Services 

 Not just public transportation, but overall facilities and services are inaccessible to many 
disabled people. For instance, many public facilities such as museums, theaters, and parks do 
not have necessary tools to aid people with disabilities, making it difficult or impossible for them 
to enjoy these accommodations. Government should set example on ensuring full participation in 
society. Therefore, it is important to think ahead of the planning when designing or developing 
cities: if a person with disabilities goes to a public health clinic, what services does government 
need to provide in order to ensure that he or she receives the same level of treatment as others 
without discomfort? This thoughtful planning and accessibility analysis must be the standard. 

Perspectives 

Accessibility can be viewed from various perspectives, such as an individual, location, or activity. 
It is important to specify which perspective is being considered when evaluating accessibility.  

 Individuals and Groups 

Planning should account for different people and groups’ differing accessibility needs and 
abilities. Basic accessibility analysis, usually conducted by municipalities, investigate people’s 
ability to reach basic and essential goods and services like medical care. These analysis are 
good tools to test if the proposed plannings are effective and accessible for all.  

Location 

A location’s accessibility is usually evaluated by distance and mobility options to the 
destination. Some areas are automobile-oriented, highways, poor pedestrian, and few nearby 
activities. All these factors take into account when looking from the location perspective of 
accessibility analysis.  

Activity 

 Certain activities involve certain types of users, transportation method, or locations that 
affect accessibility. For instance, free rehabilitation center for alcoholism will mostly involve lower-
income patients who seek for help. It is important to consider what kind of activities involve which 
type of people and design disabilities inclusion plans. Specifically in regard to this issue, 
delegates should focus on fundamental activities that revolve around people with disabilities.   

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 
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United Nations Enable (UN) 

 Under the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the Secretariat 
for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (SCRPD) serves as a focal point on 
disability issues within the United Nations. The goal of SCRPD is to “promote the rights and 
advancement of persons with disabilities” with accordance to the World Program of Action and the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. As the issues with disabled people are “silent 
crisis” that requires economic and structural reforms, the agency supports inter-governmental bodies 
such as the UNGAs and ECOSOC. They also implement norms and standards relating to disability at 
national, regional, and international levels such as the Sustainable Development Goals and other 
internationally agreed development goals.    

United Kingdom (UK) 

 Chester, United Kingdom is the 2017 Access City Award Winner. Chester has gone well beyond 

legal minimum requirements for accessibility to ensure that the city can be enjoyed by as many people 
as possible. Ramps and Level access have been introduced over many years and are now at 11 
locations, and access points are widely advertised on panels around the city so that people who require 
these services are aware of where and how to acquire them. In addition, to enable disabled people 
needing specialist facilities to enjoy the city, four changing places units have been provided. There are 
larger accessible toilets which includes equipments such as hoists, washbasin, and an adjustable height 
changing bed. Almost all existing municipal buildings in Chester have been adapted to make them 
accessible and all new public services and facilities are designed to be accessible from the outset. All 
these aggregated efforts to overcome the barriers are now compensated with united community and 
equal accessibility for all.  

The United States of America (USA) 

According to the most recent U.S. Census, 1 in 5 Americans live with at least one disability, and 
more people will develop disability as the “baby-boomer” population ages. As a result, US is trying to find 
solutions to provide an inclusive design. The National Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO) provides a checklist to use when creating programs, products, or services to evaluate 
whether these services are inclusive for all. It also provides strategies for successful inclusion of people 
with disabilities within and out of a work place. Even though there are many efforts like the 
aforementioned to ameliorate the situation, the rate of implementation of these proposed plans are very 
slow. There needs a catalyst to change and encourage health departments, government, and public 
service providers to act toward the inclusion of people with disabilities in public health programming and 
planning efforts.  

People’s Republic of China (PRC) 

 Since the 1980s, People’s Republic of China has been trying to improve and protect disabled 

people’s rights. In the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, there is a section that are made to 
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provide protection for individuals with disabilities by State. Since then, PRC has drafted and ratified 
many legislations that target the protection, education, and treatment of disabled people. In Guangzhou, 
the city has built a remarkable successful bus rapid transit (BRT), but some of its main stations are not 
accessible except through stairs. Experts state that the trend of renovation for disability inclusion 
indicates a steady increase in inclusive planning in China.  

Zimbabwe 

Mr. Kuchera, a member of the National Disability Council of Zimbabwe, estimates that there are 
around 1.4 million people living with disabilities in Zimbabwe. Projects or programs for disabled people 
were unseen on the country budget list, and the society views disabled people as “useless liabilities that 
have no role to play in society.” Due to the prevalent social attitudes toward people with disabilities, they 
often face severe crime such as sexual abuse. To make the matters worse, access to counseling, testing 
and treatment is severely limited. Health personnel often displays biased attitudes toward disabled 
people, and they suffer without receiving adequate treatment. Although the Zimbabwean government is 
among many African countries that have not ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, it enacted some legislation to protect their laws. The Disabilities Act is intended to aid those 
with disabilities. However, such laws exist only on paper, and are not enforced.  

International Disability Alliance (IDA) 

 The International Disability Alliance is an alliance of eight global and six regional organizations of 
people with disabilities. They advocate for the rights of disabled people at the United Nations for more 
inclusive global environment and ensure that 2030 SDGs conform with the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. Their work is mostly to support and aid organizations, such as down syndrome 
international and African Disability Forum, for persons with disabilities to hold their governments to 
account and advocate for change locally, nationally, and internationally. They also publish statistics and 
vital resources regarding people with disabilities worldwide. IDA, with its unique composition of experts, 
is the most authoritative representation of persons with disabilities that is acknowledged by the United 
Nations in New York and Geneva.  

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event

3 December, 1982

Formulation of the World Programme of ACtion concerning Disabled 
Persons (WPA) 
The WPA is a global strategy to enhance disability prevention, rehabilitation 
and equalization opportunities, and national development. It provides an 
analysis of principles, concepts and definitions relating to the disabilities and 
solutions for approaching this issue. 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Inclusive Development for Persons with Disabilities, 24 January 2017 (A/RES/72/165) 
● United Nations Convention on the RIghts of Persons with Disabilities, 24 January 2007 (A/RES/

61/106) 
● Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, 20 December 

1993 (A/RES/48/96) 
● Comprehensive and Integral International Convention to Promote and Protect the RIghts and 

Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (A/RES/57/229) 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

It would be unfair to say that previous strategies increase accessibility for disabled people are 
completely ineffective. Internationally, there has been many attempts to mitigate this issue by breaking 
the barriers. Not only developed countries like the UK and USA, but also many developing countries in 
Latin America and Asia have started implementing accessibility improvements that are largely based on 
developed world standards. 

The World Bank (WB) also has a mission to fight poverty and improve the living standards of 
people in Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs). Within this context, WB recognizes that it is 

20 December, 1993

The Adoption of Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for 
Persons with Disabilities  
Although the standard rules is not a legally binding instrument, it serves as a 
strong moral and political commitment of member states to take actions toward 
equalization of opportunities for people with disabilities. The Standard Rules 
contain 22 rules that reflect upon the World Programme of Action that concerns 
precondition for equal participation, target areas for equal participation, 
implementation measures, and the monitoring mechanism. 

13 December, 2006

The Adoption of United Nations Convention on the RIghts of Persons 
with Disabilities 
The Convention is intended as a human rights instrument with an explicit, 
social development dimensions for people with disabilities. It reaffirms that 
persons with disabilities must enjoy equal and all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It took a new height the movement from view disabled 
people as objects of charity to subjects with rights. 

July 10-19, 2017

Adopted Ministerial Declaration in the 2017 High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development (HLPF) 
Disability gave a 5 specific references in the Ministerial Declaration including 
the context of eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity especially faced by 
women and girls with disabilities. 
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important to address the needs of disabled people; WB hosts and funds development projects involving 
disability issues in many directions such as education service and health care. In 2002, they employed a 
disability advisor to broaden their engagement and to better incorporate issues with disabled people.  

Moreover, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities had a positive impact. 
People were surprised that 150 countries, not just signed, but ratified it. The Convention is an expression 
of intent and hope that nations wish to solve this issue. However, the said reality is in much of the world, 
it does not have much influence on anything. Some developed nations do use the Convention as the 
guide work for policy frameworks. Yet right now there are many more countries that ratified it, but do not 
have a single employee who deals with universal access to public transportation.  

Possible Solutions 

 The issue of increasing accessibility for disabled people is a pervasive one, yet it is extremely 
difficult to come up with an “equation” that would resolve the problem. The major concern that has been 
constantly brought up in this report was the implementation of existing conventions and treaties. Even 
with all the great guidelines and models provided, is it really practical if member states do not use them? 
Because each nation has different economic status, priorities, and political stability, it is hard to give a 
definite solution. Based on the analysis of the current situation, previous actions, and views of relevant 
parties, a general recommendation of possible solutions is presented in following aspects: 
implementation in legislation and lessening of economic burden.  

 Countries are strongly recommended to add the ratified UN Conventions to their legislation in 
order to hold the universal standard for disabled people. Most nations have some laws or regulations in 
place on accessible infrastructure and transportation. In some cases, such as UK and India, these laws 
are specifically for disabilities, which instructs various sectors of government to improve the accessibility 
of services for disabled people. In other cases, there are general anti-discrimination legislation forms. 
Amendment on existing laws to be consistent with the adopted Conventions and specialized subdivision 
for disability within a government sector are good ways to start the implementation toward equity.  

 Now, just changing legislations wouldn’t reduce the gap in actuality. Improvements on 
transportation, education, technology, services, and facilities are what directly affects people with 
disabilities. However, developing nations face huge demands for their limited resources. The allocation 
of even portions of the budget must be justified in relation to alternative ways of meeting the need under 
local circumstances, and in comparison with competing priorities for public resources. Funding for these 
new projects do not need to come all from the government. An inclusive transport environment policy can 
be implemented by using a combination of different practical access approaches based on different cost 
features and development stages. Governments can work with private enterprise through joint 
programmes and still ensure suitable provisions to accommodate disabled and elderly passengers. 
Through cooperative collaboration nationally and internationally, developing nations can lessen the 
financial burden.  
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Introduction 

With over 40 percent of the global workforce being dominated by Agriculture and its derivative 
industries, ensuring long term economic and environmental sustainability for the 1.3 billion workers 
whose livelihoods revolve around this ever-evolving industry. The rise of large international farming 
groups and franchises has forced small farms to innovate and adapt, to ensure their survival. This 
constant economic pressure has often combined with an already precarious economic situation which 
has placed millions of Smaller Farms in a state of economic uncertainty. With recent developments in 
biodiversity friendly agricultural practices and efforts made by NGO’s and UN bodies to combat the 
degrading of all aspects of Biodiversity, Utilising Agricultural Biodiversity and other aspects of the farming 
process in a efficient manner, would allow small farms to enhance their income and ensure sure long 
term security. 

 Definition of Key Terms 

Agricultural Biodiversity 

Agricultural Biodiversity, Refers to all biological diversity in all factors of Agricultural production. This 
ranges from the quality of the soil, with the growth of crops, to the types of farmed fish at a fish farm. 
Agricultural Biodiversity is influenced through Abiotic and Ecosystem factors Socio-economic and 
cultural dimensions. 

Abiotic Factors 

Abiotic Factors, Refer to the variables that influence Ecosystems and in an Agricultural context 
refers to the aspects which affect the ecosystem in which agricultural products grow. This includes 
Air and Soil temperatures, as well as other aspects which surrounds the ecosystem. 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

The Convention on Biological Diversity, which is also known as the CBD, is a multilateral treaty 
signed originally in 1992.The treaty aimed to ensure Biological Diversity and Long Term 
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Sustainability in the Agricultural sector and beyond. The CBD, has been regularly updated with new 
protocols and goals during the annual Conference of Parties as conditions and technology change. 

Conference of Parties (COP) 

The Conference of Parties, which is also known as the COP, is an Biennial Conference attended by 
signatories of the CBD. The conference discusses and when deemed necessary, updates the CBD 
and its protocols.  

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) 
The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, which is also known as the 
SBSTTA, is the advisory board to the COP regarding the Implementation of the Convention, by 
Signatory States. The Board, compiles yearly reports, which audits and provides recommendations 
for Signatory States, to ensure that they are implementing the clauses and protocols laid out by the 
Convention and its Protocols. 
 
Background Information 

Aspects affecting agricultural biodiversity   

 Agricultural biodiversity, plays a vital role in ensuring the success and sustainability  of all farms 

across the globe. Climate Change, extensive Pollution, as well as human interference, have severely 
reduced Biodiversity in and out of the Agricultural Sectors. 

 Climate Change & Global Warming 

 Climate change, has had a large effect on ecology and Biological diversity as a result of rising 
temperatures worldwide. The significant upsurge in Global temperature in the past 30 years, has seen 
severe changes in both the water cycle (Which heavily affects crop growth rates), and in the general 
ecological process with the Inability to grow certain crops to due to higher temperatures, and lack of  
nutrients required in the soil to establish long term crop growth. 

Pollution 

Industrial and Agricultural pollution has had a widespread effect on many species of Crops and 
Animals, and in some cases resulted in extinction. The contamination of water, and soil has resulted in 
degradation to a point where ecosystems, both natural and manmade, are unsustainable and at risk of 
dying out. In LEDC countries where waste is often discharged directly into waterways, ecological 
damage is significantly increased, and often results in the direct destruction of many ecosystems that are 
reliant on the water source. 
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 Human interference  

Human Interference, modern agricultural practices and the rising demand for agriculture, have 
resulted in the mass conversion of wild lands to cropland. This conversion often requires diverting water 
sources or the razing of existing wildland, to accommodate for agricultural use. The conversion process 
has a profound impact on the existing ecosystems, and often results in total destruction.  

Agricultural Biodiversity & sustainability  

Sustainability in the Agricultural industry, will require producers to balance production while also 
expanding agriculture in a way which doesn’t have an adverse impact on Biodiversity. Ensuring 
Biodiversity is maintained and in some cases repaired, is vital to ensure long term sustainability. 
Although efforts have been made by Governments in both MEDC’s and LEDC’s to ensure sustainability, 
the Agriculture industrial often objects to legislation that impacts their yields and growth. 

Government Monitoring 

The lack of environmental Government Bodies tasked with monitoring and enforcing policy 
regarding Biodiversity and Agriculture means that there is little accountability both internally, within 
Governments, and also on an international Scale. The SBSTTA, which at the current time acts as the 
only international monitoring body, has little direct power to force countries to conform to the policies laid 
out by the CBD. Most attempts to form, or strengthen existing monitoring groups on a national level, are 
severely hindered by large Agricultural Groups, who strongly believed that the regulation and oversight, 
would be detrimental to their business. 

Technologies & Agricultural Biodiversity 

Research into infrastructure, technology and modern practices which can limit the damage done 
to Ecosystems, and in turn biodiversity have been in development for the past 30 years. Technologies 
have also been developed with the goal of restoring abiotic factors, and allowing Biodiversity to return to 
regions where pollution and other factors have made farming unsustainable.  

Small Farm’s Reliance on Agricultural Biodiversity  

Most small farms, in both LEDCs and MEDCs have a constant requirement for their farms to 
succeed. Smaller farms, in low economic standing, often have little room between a sustaining harvest 
season and one which places their livelihoods at risk which often results in agricultural guidelines being 
broken in order to sustain the crops needed to survive. With a small farm being dependant on it’s 
seasonal harvest, ensuring that they have the resources to grow, and harvest crops is something many 
NGO’s and Governmental Organisations have been trying to support. 
 Agricultural Biodiversity directly impacts Farmers ability to grow crops, and in some cases directly 
links into their livelihood. The abiotic factors play a large role in the ability to grow and harvest crops, in a 
competitive manner. Farmers, who attempt to farm in area’s with adverse abiotic factors, whether natural 
or as a result of human influence, often find it hard to compete, and ultimately survive and maintain their 
businesses it’s such a competitive international market. The rise of International Agricultural Groups has 
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increased pressure on smaller farms, and the risk of failure or absorption into the groups has increased 
severely over the last 50 years.  

The rise of International Agricultural Groups 

Globalisation and the spread of powerful western International Agricultural Groups has lead to a 
stark decline in Smaller Independent farms over the past 50 years. Companies like Adecoagro and 
AgriSA, have spent billions of dollars acquiring smaller farms and applying strong economic pressure on 
those who do not join. These IAG’s often have strong political and economic influence which is used to 
further their goals. Although many of the large IAG’s often have agricultural and sustainability outlook 
programs, more often than not these are overlooked for profit and expansion. The implication on Smaller 
Farms cannot be understated as often these large companies own all aspects of the Agricultural supply 
line. This supply line includes all aspects of the Agricultural process, from sourcing seeds, to purchasing 
the capital needed to grow and harvest and finally transporting the harvested crop to the end consumer. 
With this constant pressure, smaller farms are at high risk of losing their livelihoods, through no fault at 
their own. 

Diversity in Agriculture 

Through Genetic Modification and specific breeding, many types and sub-species of plants and 
animals have been made extinct. Diversity has a prominent role in biodiversity and this phasing out and 
ultimate exception of species is an ongoing issue, with 17% of all livestock breeds being classified as 
currently at risk of being made extinct. Breeding  needs to be carefully controlled but also allowed to  
grow through responsible Human Intervention in a way which allows and promoted via arty between crop 
and animal species. 

 Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United States of America  

 The United States of America is home to large amount of both independent and group-owned 

farms, and their parent companies. A large percentage of the US’s revenue comes from the exporting of 
its Agricultural products and the industry is one of America’s largest. The US’s Agricultural Industry also 
has strong Political and Economic Influence over policy which intends to regulate the Industry. The 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has been striving to meet its commitments to the CBD, 
while also not alienating the Companies which oppose the restrictions, and risking the companies further 
outsourcing Agricultural Farms to countries with less regulation and tax. 
 
European Union 
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With the departure of the United Kingdom from the European Union, the European Parliament has had a 
sudden and large departure of Agricultural Companies from within it’s borders. The long term 
implications of Britain's Departure have yet to be realised, but it’s likely that trade between the two 
regions will be hindered by the lack of free trade agreement. The European Union’s Commission on 
agriculture aims to strengthen existing agricultural companies and infrastructure, without sacrificing 
biodiversity. 

South Africa  

 South Africa is the home of many large International Agricultural Groups, who retain strong 

political influence over the Government in regards to policy that controls agriculture and Biodiversity. The 
South African Government aims to balance the needs of the many independent small farms, with the 
needs of the International Agriculture Groups and their plans to further expand. 
 

Convention on Biological Diversity and the Conference of parties 
 The Convention continues to be amended with modern changes, as technology and global 
conditions continue to change and evolve. Signatories to the Convention are likely to be attempting to fall 
in line with its most recent set of policy updates, which occurred in the Nagoya and Cartagena Protocol. 
Despite the Convention having no power to enforce the policy it sets, Governments have been strongly 
urged to make changes and implement legislation that adheres to the convention. The Convention and 
conference has been working with NGO’s to prepare for the 2018 Conference of Parties in Egypt  to 
discuss and report on the convention. 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,  and other African Nations 
 The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), as well as other African nations 
have been trying to not only balance legislation which promotes biodiversity, but also allows remains as 
unrestricting to smaller farms to allow them to thrive and grow. Many International Agricultural groups 
have a strong presence inside Rural African Nations, which has both a positive and negative effect on 
the region. The positive is that most smaller farms receive international support, and have access to 
technology that would otherwise be not available to small farms. The downside is that, the IAG’s often 
aggressively take over a local small farms and expand without concern for the environment and 
legislation in place to protect biodiversity. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event

December 6th, 1951 Adoption of the international plant protection convention

June 5th, 1992 Signing of the convention on Biological Diversity, The Biodiversity Convention

 Research Report | Page !  of !  5 9



The Hague International Model United Nations, Singapore 2017| XIII Annual Session

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Biological Diversity Act, 2002, (COP9 Decision IX/1) 
● Food security and nutrition and sustainable agriculture (A/70/472) 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 The establishment of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and it’s updated protocols has been 
the primary attempt to protect Biodiversity in the Agricultural Industry, with its goal being long term 
sustainability. The Convention was created by the United Nations Environmental Programme, and was 
established with all of the necessary arms, which included a monitoring board (SBSTTA) and the 
conventions own secretariat. With over 168 signatories, the CBD is by far the most successful and 
comprehensive convention that attempts to address biodiversity and long term sustainability. Although 
many aspects of the convention successfully deal with issues regarding biodiversity, the conventions  
main caveat is its lack of enforceable clauses, and the fact that there is next to no accountability for 
nations, and companies which violate the protocol set out by the CBD. 

Another Flaw with the CBD is how it relies on Governments themselves to regulate and monitor 
the agricultural industry and companies in line with the Convention. This has meant, that although there 
are many signatories to the Convention, there are few that have actually implemented legislation and 
methods of accountability which meet the criteria laid out by the convention. The CBD has also been 

October 31st, 1995
The voluntary Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, advocating the 
implementation of clear, well organized fishing policies, was voted in.

2001
Adoption of the the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 

2007
The UNICEF framework was modified to develop a new framework called 
agriculture-nutrition advantage framework which included agriculture, nutrition 
and food.

October 29th, 2010
Adoption of the Nagoya Protocol on the fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

arising from access to genetic resources and the utilization of the convention on 

Biological diversity.
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criticised by NGOs for it’s focus on Animal’s and Planets and the absence of other forms of life, such as 
bacteria and fungi. 

The COP  has made several amendments to the Convention as technology and biodiversity 
continues to evolve and change. The COP has also proposed several sets of new protocol such as the 
Cartagena and Nagoya protocol, which propose to biological diversity from the risks of modern 
biotechnology, and the sharing and utilisation of genetic material respectively. 

Although technologies exist that can restore Abiotic factors, and allow biodiversity to return to 
polluted areas, the technologies are often priced too expensive for small farms to purchase and 
implement.  

The United Nations Sustainable Development, has also created plans for how to address growth 
in the agricultural industry, specifically in regards towards Smaller Farms, and what role they can play in 
ensuring sustainability in the future. The same problems still apply with the NASD's proposal, as it highly 
limited in regards to enforceability and accountability, and similarly to the Millennium Development goals, 
there is a large chance that the goals proposed will be failed to be met.  

Possible Solutions 

In order to create a resolution which is able to effectively Enhance the livelihoods of smaller 
farmers, utilising agricultural biodiversity, a compromise between Small Farmers, and International 
Agricultural Groups must be found.  

Creating new regulation which not only allows expansion but also without placing biodiversity at 
risk, means that small farmers have the ability to expand their farms without directly impacting long term 
sustainability. The establishment of an independent body to internationally monitor the progress towards 
meeting the goals set in the convention and the protocols is vital to ensure that countries progress is 
tracked. Asking nations to add legislation which protect biodiversity, and punish companies who violate 
and put ecosystems at risks, as well as providing economic and incentives to companies would put 
pressure on companies to act in accordance with the convention. International Agricultural Groups, 
specifically could have a significantly higher fine imposed when violating legislation, and acting without 
consequence to the environment. Using a tiered system for Incentives and Fines, which is fair and has 
different rates, to both smaller independent farms, and larger International Agricultural means that 
smaller farms would be disadvantaged, and larger groups would not be able to freely tout the legislation. 

Governments can also support research groups, NGO’s and producers which are researching 
and utilizing, new technology and agricultural practices which promise to reduce the negative impact or 
allow for the restoration of the environment and biodiversity in the agricultural industry. Due to the high 
cost associated with the Technology a Government grants and Loans scheme could be established to 
allow farms purchase and utilize biodiversity friendly technology, while also supporting the local 
agricultural industry. 
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Providing economic and educational support to Rural and Small farms, would allow for new 
farms, to not only undergo expansion, but also to do so, in a way which is environmentally and 
biodiversity conscious, would not only support the growth of new farms but also ensure farms do so in a 
way which is positive as a whole towards achieving the goals laid out in the Convention. Economic 
incentives also allow Smaller Independent Farms, to continue to survive and grow, despite economic 
pressure from International Agricultural Groups. 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Introduction 

The involvement of Women in all parts of the modern workforce has gone through a significant evolution 
in the past 100 years, with women coming to play a vital role in all aspects of the workforce. In rural and 
LEDC countries, the women's role is vital to Agricultural Industry, especially in smaller farms and areas 
which heavily rely on Agriculture to sustain local economies. With smaller regional farms under constant 
economic threat from larger Farming Groups, as well as the ever changing global economic situation 
Taking steps to ensure that existing, and new women farmers, are adequately supported, both with the 
knowledge to perform their trade and economically, means that women farmers will be able to access 
the resources needed to sustain their livelihood. 

Definition of Key Terms 

The World bank  

The World bank is an international financial institution that provides loans to countries. The bank 
primarily loans out funds to countries wishing to undertake capital programs. The bank’s main 
mandate is to end poverty in all its forms. The bank works with NGO’s and governments, to create 
programs which help bolster local economies and encourage regional investment. 

Productive Resources 

 Productive Resources, refer to a combination of the three categories of natural resources, human 
resources, and capital resources. In an agricultural sense, a combination of the resources is necessary 
for the industry to function both in regards with small farms, and large international agricultural groups.  

Agricultural Value Chains 
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Agricultural Value Chains refer to the concept that in order to produce agricultural produce, a 
wide range of goods and services are required to ensure that the end product, is able to be sold to 
consumers. The cost from farm to end-consumer is often highly expensive, especially when the product 
requires exportation. 

Utility Network 

 Utility Networks refer to a network of Utilities and Public Services which focus on the needs of the 
community and how the Utility should be upgraded, extended or modified. Utility Networks are often 
restricted to landowners and are necessary in order to get a Utility out to a business. 

Food and Agriculture Organisation 

 The Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nation (FAO) is a specialised body of the UN 
that aims to eradicate Hunger in both MEDC’s and LEDC’s. The body as act’s a primarily neutral forum 
where agricultural policy is debated on. 

Background Information 

The need for increased access to resources  

 With increased pressure on smaller independent farms providing the necessary support and 

resources for smaller farms, and their workers is necessary for their long term survival of not just smaller 
farms, but the independent industry as a whole. 

 Women’s role in Rural Farming 

 In the past 40 years, the amount of female farmers in rural countries has increased 
significantly, comprising over 43% of the world’s agricultural labour force. With several African 
and European countries introducing legislation that provides economic and educational support 
to women working in the agricultural industry 

Social customs  

Traditional social customs throughout rural Africa and the Middle East, place responsibility on the 
Women for menial labour roles such as cooking, carrying water, and other labour intensive tasks. 
Although this often gives women an entry to the workforce and the possibility of a wage, it is highly 
limiting to their participation in decision-making and managerial  processes in the agricultural workforce. 

With the recent surge in government support on agricultural industry across the globe, there has 
been a large creation of  economic opportunities which can have a powerful effect on the livelihoods of 
small farmers. Unfortunately social customs still restrict women when it comes to taking advantage of 
these economic opportunities and having the chance to expand their business.  
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Gender Inequality in Owning land 

Traditional Legal and Social Customs, often make it highly difficult for Women to own and 
manage Land independant from Male control. Although legislation which restricts women from owning 
land has been mostly removed, there has been a lasting social stigma regarding the ownership of land 
by women. These customs often restrict women to usage rights, and prohibit them from directly owning 
the land and instead having this land mediated by Male partners. This inability to secure land ownership 
means that often farm owners or managers are reluctant to expand or invest business. 

 Further Gender Inequality  

In many southern African and other LEDC countries, access to community Irrigation Networks 
and other services vital for the establishment and survival of a small farm are locked to only Land 
Owners. This means that in order to gain access to, and in some cases order the construction of Utilities, 
Women must legally be the direct owner of the land. As a result of some laws and traditional customs 
which prevent Women from directly owning the land, Women are sometimes locked out from receiving 
the Utilities and support needed to establish or grow their business. Many women in this situation are 
forced to turn towards a Male Partner, who as Land Owner are allowed to join Irrigation Networks and 
other Utility Networks. 

It can also be seen in certain LEDC’s that there is also a significant increase in cases  of 
institutionalized gender discrimination, especially when in regards to the agricultural industry. With many 
potential women farmers, facing discrimination when trying to apply for credit/grants, received 
investment or gain access to the resources needed to maintain a small farm and their livelihood. This 
results in a lack of economic incentive to expand, as the barrier for expansion often seems unsustainable 
and even  insurmountable in some cases. 

  

Problems with the Agricultural Chain 

With most agricultural products being exported to other countries, the Agricultural Chain has 
undergone a rise in complexity and costs involved in getting the product to the end consumer. Unlike 
traditional local goods being sold locally, the majority of agricultural products are designed to be exported 
and sold on the international market. Although this shift has seen an increase in revenue for smaller 
farms, many are simply unable to access the international market by not having access to the resources 
to create an “agricultural value chain”, which is economically viable for the business. 

Gender Inequality in The Agricultural Chain 

Establishing an efficient and cost effective “Agricultural Value Chain” is necessary for small farms 
to be economically sustainable. Although establishing this chain can be relatively easy for males, 
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Women entering the agricultural industry, often face difficulty when attempting to form this vital chain, as 
cultural norms often prohibit women from networking and forming business agreements with a 
predominantly male based industry.  

Sustainable Development Goals 

The fifth Sustainable Development Goal: Gender Equality, has specific targets regarding how 
gender equality applies to all aspects of a country's constitution as well as the other sustainable 
development goals. This combined with the second goal regarding “Zero Hunger” means that gender 
equality is essential for the SDGs to be met. 

  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United States of America  

The United States of America is home to large amount of both independent and group-owned 
farms, and their parent companies. A large percentage of the US’s revenue comes from the exporting of 
its Agricultural products and the industry is one of America’s largest. With female farmers constituting 
over 30% or just under a million Agricultural workers, empowering and increasing female farmers would 
see a significant rise in Agricultural productivity for the nation. The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has been working with the FAO and the World bank to continue to allow women 
farmers increased access to the needed resources. 

European Union 

The EU’s Agricultural Brief and regional development fund continue to assist and promote 
Women farmers both inside the EU and in LEDCs.The establishment of the European Innovation prize 
for Women Farmers, is one such example of the commitment to develop women farmers. The European 
regional development fund has been investing heavily in regional projects and small farms in order to 
empower women farmers. The European Union has also established several training and educational 
camps to give new and existing Women Farmers the skills needed both practically and managerial to run 
their own successful farm. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

The FAO ( Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations), has a long time commitment 
to empowering women farmers and providing with the resources required to ensure their long term 
economic sustainability. The FAO has constantly worked with other NGO’s such as the World bank to 
ensure that equality in the agricultural industry is steadily on the increase. Apart from ensuring that 
women farmers have access to the necessary resources, the FAO alongside other NGO’s  has lobbied 
for equal rights in other aspects of the Agricultural Industry, such as equal pay and against 
discrimination. 
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The World bank  

 The World bank has a long time commitment to supporting Women Farmers through economical 

support and investment. Over 45% of the Bank’s loans during 2008 had gender issues in design. The 
bank has promised to dedicate significantly more funds towards Gender based causes. The World bank 
has specifically invested in allowing women’s access to land and educational programs which promote 
farming and managerial techniques 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, and other African Nations 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), as well as other African nations have 
been heavily focusing on investing in area’s which support women farmers. Southern African nations 
have a significant economic reliance on the Agricultural industry, and allowing it to grow through, 
supporting women farmers means that productivity would significantly increase. Working alongside 
UNECA are many regional and international NGO’s such as The World bank, who also are investing 
heavily in the region to promote and increase the access to resources for women farmers. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event

January 1982
Research Paper: “The World's Development” Released. Specifically regarding 
established trends and issues with the global economy, specifically in regards 
to agricultural and economical development.

May 22nd, 2008

Vietnam Third Rural Finance Project Increased the access to financial services 
for women rural entrepreneurs by requiring that women borrowers account for 
at least 40% of short-term loans for household and microenterprises. 

July 5th, 2011
The National Rural Lives project in India launched 300,000 self help groups at 
different social levels to promote the savings of financial capital particularly 
among poor women

January 22nd, 2013

April 9th, 2014
A Land Husbandry project set up in Rwanda helped 85% of its women clients 
to become members or clients of some formal financial institutions

2015
In Mali, the World bank helped to develop some horticultural chains in which 
women are the key players. 40% of the beneficiaries are women.

2016
The World bank helped to finance women farmers and processors various 
crops and linked them to the markets in Cameroon. This has benefited 
79000 houses, 60% of which are headed by women.
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● The Use of Participatory Methodologies to Increase Women Farmers’ Access to Productive 
Resources  (EGM/RW/2011/EP.10) 

● Enabling rural women‘s economic empowerment: institutions, opportunities and participation 
(EGM/RW/2011/INF.1) 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Since the publishing on the 1982 World Development paper, The World bank, as well as other 
NGO’s have been heavily investing into supporting and empowering women farmers. Although this is 
primarily through investing indirectly, such as by supporting Educational and development programs, 
Investments have also been made directly into small farms and businesses wishing to expand. The 
World bank and Governments, have been accused of not investing enough to adequately increase the 
access to resources for women farmers. 

There have also been many attempts to remove existing legislation, by Governments, that 
prohibit women from owning and managing land, however the lasting effects of these legislation can still 
be seen. In several countries where legislation has been removed, there still remains a strong cultural 
stigma regarding Women owning land and having direct control over the affairs of it. Instead Women are 
expected to work under a male partner, who acts as the de-facto land owner. This ties in heavily with 
how Utility Networks often function and limits the ability for Women Farmers to have access to this 
crucial resource. Governments have tried to combat this by instituting educational campaigns with the 
aim of changing the stigma attached to sole female ownership of land as well forcing Utility Networks to 
be more open. The current Educational programs alone however is simply not enough, and more effort 
must be made to change the general perception regarding female ownership of land. Governments and 
NGO’s alike have both made efforts to attempt to redefine the role of Women in the workforce and at 
home, and this ties heavily into the role they now currently play in the agricultural industry.  

The monitoring of gender diversity in the Agricultural industry is primarily conducted by NGOs 
and in some cases Governments. The FAO continues to make yearly reports regarding progress towards 
goals 2 and 5 of the SDG, which promises to bolster the agricultural industry, as well as ensuring gender 
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equality. Outside of the SDGs, the FAO has also set its own independent goals regarding its agricultural 
equality programs, and has attempted to create and implement an educational infrastructure to allow 
women farmers to have knowledge regarding  gender and land rights. The FAO also plants to expand its 
monitoring of how these programs are implemented, with monitoring specifically being increased on 
waterways and gender-land use planning.  

As per the fifth SDG, Governments have also made changes to their constitutions regarding 
Women’s Equality, in all aspects of society. The ability for women to hold ownership as land equally to 
men was one of these changes made to many constitutions, and is one vital step towards meeting the 
SDGs. Although many countries were signatories to the SDG, 52 nations have yet to make the 
necessary changes to their constitution in order to meet the Goal. Th 

Possible Solutions 

In order to create a resolution which is able to effectively increase the access to resources for 
women farmers, several key changes must be made to existing legislation, as well as continuing the 
work made by NGOs such as The World bank and the FAO. Despite the completion date for the 
Constitutional Amendment clause of the 5th SDG passing in 2014, there are 52 countries who have yet 
to ratify the changes, and make the necessary changes to the constitution. In order for this goal to be 
met, the remaining countries must make amendments to their condition. Despite constitutional changes, 
gender discrimination is still woven through certain legal and social norms. 

In order to combat these legal and social norms, educational programs should be utilised and 
supported in order to spread the theory of gender equality. The agricultural industry could benefit highly 
from educational programs specifically regarding agricultural and managerial techniques, allowing 
women farmers to have access to educational resources. 

Supporting The World bank, and other NGO’s goal to invest and support in women farmers, 
would also allow for the access to previously locked off  resources, and the potential for economic 
expansion. Governments are also in the position to provide grants and other incentives towards farms 
which wish to expand. However in order to ensure the long term stability of women farmers, 
Governments, NGOs and Transnational Corporations must work together to ensure there is an adequate 
Agricultural Value Chain in place to support women farmers and allow them to access resources and the 
necessary end consumer for their products. Government’s are able to assist in this establishment by 
providing economic incentives towards companies that provide small farms and women farmers with the 
access to the necessary resources, as well as the support needed to form adequate Agricultural Value 
Chains. 

Supporting and extending the FAO’s monitoring on Gender Diversity in the Agricultural Industry, 
either by forming a direct monitoring body or updating the FAO’s mandate, is necessary to ensure that 
the SDGs are met in regards to women farmers access to resources. Governments are also in the 
position to assist in this monitoring by forming, or tasking their own monitoring panels to ensure that 
Agricultural Biodiversity is being fostered and maintained. 
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NGO’s, Governments and companies need to invest more money directly into Women Farmers, 
to allow for their growth and development. Although money should not be detracted from educational and 
developmental programs, investing money directly into farms means that the money is going directly 
towards allowing women farmers more access to resources. 
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Introduction 

It has been estimated that around a third of the food produced for human consumption is lost or 
wasted every year (around 1.3 billion tonnes). Food waste is an issue that has only for a short period of 
time, however due to globalisation and easy accessibility for consumers, the demand for food has 
increased immensely. This has acted as a catalyst for the increase of food wastage. This wastage can 
have detrimental effects on the environment as well as the economy. By wasting food, various scarce 
resources are depleted including: land, labour, natural resources (mainly water), and energy.  

Additionally, due to a dramatic increase in the human population, demand for food has continued 
to rise drastically along with the population size. As a result, the environment has taken a large toll in 
order to accommodate for this demand. Large scale agriculture has proven to degrade the quality of the 
soil in the local area. Additionally, large amounts of water is used on the food production. It has been 
estimated that 75 percent of water used is used by the agricultural industry in extremely dry lands, such 
as California. Furthermore, food production requires a large amount of land in order to accommodate for 
the population. As a result, areas with fertile soil have heavily been partaking in deforestation in order to 
accommodate for food production, which is more economically advantageous. However, this issue 
becomes even more present when it has been taken to account that the effects could have been cut 
down by a whole third.  

Furthermore, the issue becomes more drastic when wealth and food disparity is considered. In 
MEDCs, food waste increases drastically, yet in LEDCs, one of the leading causes can be starvation, so 
it is extremely inefficient for people to waste large amounts of food when there is a portion of the 
population where people struggle to get sufficient nutrition. Therefore, not only is food waste an 
environmental issue, it is also an economic and social issue.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Carbon Footprint 
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A carbon footprint can be defined as the amount of greenhouse gases (mainly carbon dioxide) is 
emitted by an event, organisation, product, or individual. Despite considering all greenhouse 
gases, the carbon footprint is normally expressed in the carbon dioxide equivalent.  

Farm to Table 

Farm to table (also known as Farm to fork) is a term used to describe the idea of using local food 
resources in order to decrease the carbon footprint created in the food industry, by decreasing 
the distance of which food travels.  

Food Insecurity 

Food insecurity refers to the state where people lack secure access to sufficient amount to safe 
and healthy food. In other terms, it refers to when people cannot feed themselves for a sustained 
time. This could be caused by lack of purchasing power, or by droughts/weather conditions.  

Food Loss 

Food loss can be defined as the loss of food produced for the consumption of humans, yet not 
consumed. In other words, it refers to the decrease of food quantity or food quality. This is the 
loss of food caused by how the production of food and supply system is structured.   

Food Miles 

Food miles refers to the total distance food has been transported from its production until it has 
reached the consumer. The term is extremely relevant when discussing the environmental factors 
of the production of food, as transportation is one of the most polluting process of the food supply 
chain. Food miles are generally extremely high in this day and age, mainly due to globalisation 
and inflation rates in LEDCs.  

Food Supply Chain 

This term mainly refers to the processes which are relevant in the production of food from 
growing it to consuming it. It refers to the processes which must occur to make food and serve it 
to the consumer. Food supply chains can include the following processes: farming, distributing, 
and consuming, along with other processes.  

Food Waste 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), food waste is 
defined as “discarding or alternative (non-food) use of food that is safe and nutritious for human 
consumption along the entire food supply chain, from primary production to end household 
consumer level”. Essentially, this definition is referring to food which is able to be eaten, or is 
expired that has been discarded.  
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Background Information 

 Throughout this section, it will be discussed about how food waste occurs and its effects. Due to 

the issue, it will specifically be focussing about environmental issues.  

The food supply chain and how it affects the environment 

 One of the most important issues regarding food waste is the effects that it has on the 
environment. In a world where the environment is consistently devastated by human actions and 
decisions, it is the one of the utmost responsibilities to resolve the environmental tolls the Earth takes 
one issue at a time. As stated before, the production of food has been one of the leading processes in 
the consumption of scarce resources. Therefore, this issue is one of the most relevant and important 
issues to be resolved.  

Carbon emissions 

The global carbon emissions created by food waste is estimated to be larger than almost all 
countries besides China and the United States of America. The food supply chain produces 
roughly 3.3 billion tons of carbon a year. This means that in efforts to account for the large human 
populations of the earth, 3.3 billion tons of carbon is emitted in the atmosphere, further increasing 
the intensity of climate change. For reference, the United States of America emitted roughly 6.87 
billion metric tons of carbon dioxide in 2014.  

When growing livestock on a large scale, vast amounts of carbon dioxide and methane is emitted 
from the digestive systems of the live stocks. Additionally, a lot of water and food is spent on 
maintaining the livestock. Furthermore, in order to increase the supply of food, the area used for 
agricultural purposes increases as well. In order to accommodate for this increase, LEDCs have 
deforested vast areas of rainforests in order to make way for grazing lands or plantations. It has 
been estimated that 30% of the earth’s land surface is used for livestock. However, in countries 
with fertile soil and large rainforests areas, a lot of tropical rainforests have been removed to 
make way for livestock. In the Amazon, 70% of former forests have been converted into grazing 
lands. This decreases the amount of CO2 that is absorbed by the Earth’s ecosystem as there is 
less plant life to convert the carbon dioxide back into oxygen. Already, a lot of natural resources 
have been used in order to accommodate for the large demands of food. However, when it is 
considered that a third of those resources are wasted as they are thrown away. Therefore, it is 
completely insufficient and harmful for the environment when food is produced, yet mainly 
wasted.  

Due to inflation and economic incentives, it is of common practice to have food grown in an 
LEDC, where scarce resources are cheap. This is done in order to ensure low prices; it is 
cheaper to grow the food in areas where wages are lower and transport them to the supermarket 
rather than growing them locally. Although this is cheaper, it is worse for the environment. This is 
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because more carbon is spent on transporting food from one side of the globe to the other. The 
amount of distance that food has transported is known as food miles.  

Water wastage 

The process of cultivating food and livestock is extremely water costly. In order to grow crops, a 
lot of water is needed in order to provide sufficient growth. The total volume of water which has 
been wasted due to food waste or food loss is estimated to be 250 km3 per year. This is 3.6 times 
the water consumption of the USA in the same time period.  As a matter of fact, in states such as 
California, where water is extremely scarce, and droughts occur often, 70% of all water usage 
goes to the production of food. As a result, water supplies become far more dry, leading to natural 
disasters such as forest fires as well as droughts.  

Food waste and its environmental effects 

 The main issue at hand is how food waste itself affects the environment. Firstly, as discussed 
previously in this section, making food comes with great costs for the environment as a whole. The 
production of food is one of the leading causes of climate change, although it is not necessarily done in 
the most efficient way, it is essential to some degree. However, seeing as it is so inefficient, so much of 
the damage done to the environment is not necessary. Not only is the environment taking such a large 
toll for no valid reason, but the processes can and should become more efficient for the best interest for 
the global ecosystem.  

Harvesting Process 

If harvesting equipment is dated and not working effectively, a lot of food is lost. For example, if a 
machine were not harvesting at full speed on a large scale agricultural farm, then the crops could 
decrease in quality if they are not harvested on time, due to the hindered time it takes to harvest 
crops. Furthermore, a machine could be inefficient if it only harvests a small percentage of what 
can fully be harvested, resulting in large amounts of food waste.  

Transportation 

As stated before, due to globalisation, the food mileage of any food item is dramatically 
increasing. As a result, the time spent travelling for the food increases as well. For goods with a 
short shelf life, this can increase the food waste as well since the chance for the food spoiling 
increases. Furthermore, the food could also have a very short time for it to be fresh enough to 
consume, increasing the likelihood of the food being thrown away.  

Distribution 

When discussing about food waste, the most stressing the issue becomes is when the distributor 
receives the food supply. Normally, distributors set strict standards on how fresh and how ‘good 
looking’ a product is. As a result, perfectly healthy and nutritious food is thrown away if it has a 
small blemish, or if it does not meet the strict freshness standards set by the distributor. It has 
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been estimated that in total, food distributors account for 10% of the global food waste. Although 
this is not an extremely large number, it is the easiest to limit the waste created by large 
distributors, rather than every household in a member state.  

Post consumption (Decomposition) 

An insufficient food supply chain is not the only result of carbon emissions from food waste, but 
the decomposing process as well. When landfills are filled with food, methane and carbon dioxide 
is emitted into the atmosphere. Methane is another greenhouse gas which is 22 more times more 
dangerous for the environment than carbon dioxide. It has been estimated that 40 percent of the 
food in American homes is thrown away uneaten. These end up in landfills where it continues to 
decompose and harm the environment even further.  

Considering most of the factors mentioned, food waste begins to plague most of the developed 
world and only the developed world, where food is plentiful and choice is rich. Due to the increase in 
supply, more is demanded by the consumers, yet the physical consumption of food remains the same, 
resulting in an increase in food waste.  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

 Created on the 16th of October in 1945, the Food and Agriculture Organization is created. Initially, 
its main goal was to facilitate global cooperation between different member states in order to combat 
poverty.  Although this is still one of its core components in its operations, it has managed to branch out 
and focus on different issues relating to food and agriculture, including food waste. In 2011, the FAO 
published an important report regarding how we as a planet loose so much healthy food through food 
waste. Being one of the key pushers for preventing food waste, any resolution combatting the issue 
should take this organization into consideration.  

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) 

Seeing as the issue mainly focusses on the environmental aspects of food waste it is important to 
discuss the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Created on the 5th of June 1972, the 
organisation was mainly focused on implementing policies which had the well-being of the environment 
in mind. Seeing as food waste clearly ties with issues relating to climate change, which has a significant 
effect of the Earth’s environment as a whole, this organisation is a key player in resolving this issue.  
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More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs) and Newly Industrialised Countries (NICs) 

!  

FIGURE 1. Annual Food Waste by Region 

 Food waste is perhaps mainly a prominent issue in the developed world. When observing Figure 
1, it and be seen that mainly the MEDCs and the Newly Industrialised Countries (NICs), with countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia producing minimal food waste. Therefore, it is important to 
understand that the issue is mainly experienced in the regions as shown in Figure 1. This is mainly due 
to easy accessibility to food in these areas where economic development allows for more choice and 
efficient access to food.  

Timeline of Events 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

Seeing as the awareness of this issue is fairly new, the UN still remains to create resolutions for this 
issue at hand. However, there are very few UN treaties created in order to combat the issue at hand:  

● Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 25 September 2015 (A/
RES/70/1) 

Date Description of event

1900s

Due to industrialization, the costs of purchasing food decreased dramatically, 
due to commercialisation and improvements in transport. As a result, the 
mindset of many Americans changed regarding food and its scarcity. Due to 
the increase of easy access, food was easily discarded. However, the issue of 
food waste was still limited. 

1901
The American Can Company was created, which increased the amount of food 
which was canned, increasing the shelf life of food and decreasing food waste. 

1914-1918
Due to WW1, food became extremely scarce, changing the mentality of the 
scarcity of food again, causing food waste to decline as people become more 
warry of the lack of supply of food. 

19 October 1945
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is established with the main goal 
of defeating world hunger. In the current day and age, the FAO is a key player 
in the discussion of food waste. 

1950s

In the 1950s, we see the introduction of chemical fertilizers, which increase the 
amount of food generated by farmers drastically, making food easily accessible 
for most individuals. Seeing as this marks the start of the economic boom of 
the United States, consumerism was encouraged in order to prolong the 
growth. As a result, the food wastage problem begins to form as we see it 
today. 

1960s
Due to an increase in technological advances, globalisation begins to occur 
more frequently in food products. 

2011
The FAO publishes a report regarding the issue of food waste, marking the 
beginning of food waste being recognized as a key component in climate 
change. 

October 2013
The Food Loss and Waste Protocol is implemented in order to measure and 
monitor the food waste created by large corporations. 

25 September 2015
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are implemented, containing 
SDG12.3, aiming to half food waste by 2050. 
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Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 Ever since the publication of the report of the FAO on food waste in 2011, many small-scale 
organisations and attempts to resolve the issue. However, these are not mainly effective considering that 
these could not organise most of the key parties to reduce their food waste, yet mainly focussing on the 
population. Although small steps are an important factor in resolving the issue, for this issue specifically, 
most of the food waste is performed by large corporate distributors of the food. Therefore, most of these 
small-scale attempts are not extremely effective in the global picture.  

 One of the few governmental attempts to resolve the issue is the Sustainable Development Goal 
12.3, which states to “By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and 
reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses”. This is one of the 
first attempt to use collaboration between governments to ensure the wellbeing of the environment. As 
the SDGs are fairly new in the grand scheme of the issue, it is unable to tell if this attempt is successful. 
However, it is important to note that only a few member states are aligning with the plan set out by the 
SDGs (see Figure 2). However, these 2 regions are the two largest regions responsible for food waste.  

!  

FIGURE 2. National and regional governments with food loss and/or waste reduction targets 
aligned with SDG 12.3 

 Another attempt to solve the issue is the Food Loss and Waste Protocol. It is a multi-stakeholder 
effort in order to minimise the effects of food waste and food loss. It has developed standards for 
different organisations to comply by throughout the food supply chain. The organisation is also 
responsible for measuring the different levels of food wastes which organisations produced. Although 
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this attempt is fairly new, it has not been proven to be ineffective, yet the idea in practice should help in 
resolving the issues.  

Possible Solutions 

 It has been discussed how food waste occurs at all stages of the food supply production chain. 
Therefore, there are multiple opportunities to resolve the issue at hand. One solution to decrease the 
costs of transportation and decrease food miles is for member states to implement policies in which 
locally-grown food is mainly used in supermarkets, this is known as Farm to Table. However, it should 
also be considered that there are various issues to this solution. Therefore, the policies implemented 
should only be moderate and not account for the entire supply of food a country would need. This type of 
policy would only work for certain types of member states. For example, it is much easier for the USA to 
use the farm to table method as it has enough land and good weather conditions. However, it would far 
more difficult for a country like Singapore to follow this type of solution. Therefore, this solution would not 
be ideal if it were strongly encouraged.  

 Another solution would be for member states to implement policies in which they limit the food 
waste created by the distributors of foods. As stated previously in this report, distributors are the easiest 
group to limit food wastage and are responsible for 10 percent of the total food wastage. An example of a 
policy is the French proposal to ban distributors from throwing away food, by forcing them to donate the 
food to individuals with food insecurities (See appendix I). These would dramatically decrease the global 
food waste as well as decrease global hunger to a small extent.  

 One issue about food waste is the fact that most people are not aware of the magnitude of the 
issue at hand. In order to increase the awareness of the population, governments can create campaigns 
and integrate food waste into their educational curriculums. When more people are aware, the amount of 
food waste could decrease. Furthermore, this could also foster passion for the issue at hand for certain 
individuals, causing the issue to resolve to a small extent. Awareness can help aid any attempts in 
resolving the issue.  

 One of the main reasons as to why the issue has not been resolved recently is the lack of a 
strong Intergovernmental Organisation which aims to solve the issue at hand. Although the FAO does 
focus largely on the issue, resolving food waste is not its main priority at the moment. In order to ensure 
that this issue can be solved, a large Intergovernmental Organization (IGO) or a United Nations 
Organisation (UNO) should be created with the main priority of resolving food waste. Similarly to the 
Food Loss Waste Protocol, yet also work towards resolving the issue and seeing how the issue can be 
resolved using different methods. Additionally, it could also work to reinforce the clauses set in the 
resolutions created throughout this conference.   

 Although the FLW protocol is a vital and important step in resolving the issue, it is still ineffective 
on the global scale. This is mainly because the protocol is not well known and is not considered enough 

 Research Report | Page !  of !  9 11



The Hague International Model United Nations, Singapore 2017| XIII Annual Session

in order to make a considerable change for the issue. In order to resolve the issue, more member states 
could adopt the standards set by the FLW and all member states could agree to raising the standards 
and the stress set on the standards. Hopefully, this can resolve the issue in a more effective manner.  
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