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S
ince the advent of the “Information 
Age,” communication technology 
has revolutionized global 
interactions. This transformation 
has, in turn, prompted an 

unprecedented surge in the spread and 
sharing of information, particularly via 
popular social media platforms. While these 
powerful technologies have amplified 
the voices of human rights activists and 
marginalized groups, they have also 
made tech users vulnerable to electronic 
surveillance and privacy infringement. On 
the other hand, governments, security 
agencies, and companies have focused on 
data collection and interception, often at 
the expense of the human right to privacy. 
Given these pervasive trends, it is crucial 
that the matter of privacy in our “digital 
age” be swiftly and comprehensively re-
examined. 

Of particular interest in defining modern 

privacy, Article 12 of the United Nations’ 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

reaffirms an individual’s right to be 

free of “arbitrary interference” with 

regards to “privacy, family, home, or 

correspondence.” This idea is echoed in 

Article 17 of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights of 1966. 

However, it wasn’t until the aftermath of 

2013’s National Security Agency (NSA) 

scandal, which exposed America’s 

extensive network of global surveillance 

programs, that the UN General Assembly 

finally passed a resolution entitled 

“Right to privacy in the digital age.” This 

explicitly recognized that existing offline 

privacy rights must also be protected “in 

the context of digital communication.” 

REDEFINING 
PRIVACY

IN THE DIGITAL AGE
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MUNITY EAST IS 
GOING GREEN!

Despite these efforts, the precise definition 

of “arbitrary interference” with regards to 

our privacy rights remains ambiguous and 

unclear. At what point does a government 

conducting mass surveillance for counter-

terrorism purposes overstep its bounds? 

What data collected by online companies 

should be considered “arbitrary” and invasive? 

Should companies be obligated to supply 

government investigators with personal user 

information?  These fundamental questions 

have never been more salient, especially 

following this year’s Facebook Cambridge 

Analytica scandal and the subsequent 

implementation of the EU’s General Data 

Protection Regulation.

Ultimately, the way we choose to define privacy 
– in a modern context – is extremely significant. 
Our individual privacy rights are inexorably linked 
to freedom of expression and association. Without 
some degree of anonymity and privacy, individuals 
living under the scrutiny of an oppressive state 
would be effectively silenced. To restrict digital 
privacy would, therefore, be to abrogate a 
fundamental tenet of the democratic process and 
rights. 

In an age of cyber-terrorism and Big Data, 
governments and companies alike must take 
measures to enforce greater transparency, 
especially regarding the extent of their Internet 
penetration and their data collection methodology. 
For this to happen, however, the international 
community must first reach a consensus as to how 
– exactly – the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights should be interpreted in our digital age. It 
has never been more important.

C R E D I T S

Starting this year, if you don’t want a paper copy 

of MUNITY East, please find the PDF version at the 

THIMUN Singapore website, here!  Limited paper 

copies will still be available at the SALT Centre.

3



CURRENT 
EVENTS

RED DRAGON 

RISING: 
HOW TRADE IS CHINA’S 

GUARANTEE TO 
POWER

China was once a trade 
hub for more than 1,500 
years, when the Silk 
Road interconnected 

Europe and the Middle Kingdom. 
However, after a series of political 
turmoils and an economic 
downfall during the late 1800s 
and mid-20th century, the 
country’s economy was in need of 
rebuilding. Under Deng Xiaoping 
in 1978, the nation progressively 
opened its trade and developed 
as a newly industrialized country. 
Its economy boomed.

Today, with its 1.3 billion 
population, China is the second 
largest economy worldwide, is 
increasingly playing an important 
role in global geopolitics, and is 
rekindling its historical trading 
network.

As a matter of fact, the concept 
of a Silk Road was revived in 2013, 
with Xi Jinping’s ‘Belt and Road’ 
(BRI) initiative. This program 
that could transform trade, 
and tackles the economic and 
diplomatic relations between 
China and neighbours like 
Kazakhstan, Russia and Mongolia, 
calls for major investment in 
infrastructure in the region for 
both the “belt” and “road”. What 
does that mean concretely? The 
belt consists of the physical roads 
and railways linking its members. 
What is named the road are the 
maritime trade routes connecting 
China globally. Together, they 
form an iron-strong strategy for 
China to become an even larger 
world power. 
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For some, the BRI seems to be a second 
Marshall Plan, only on a much larger scale: the 
territory encompassing the New Silk Road is 
twelve times larger than its supposed American 
predecessor. These policies do, however, have 
a resemblance as the BRI has assisted many 
countries in their economic advancement, with 
developments from transportation to electrical 
energy as well as increases in intercountry 
trade generating mutual economic benefits. 
The Belt and Road Initiative urges companies 
and governments in nations oft overlooked to 
position themselves towards the outside more, 
and participate in making the world more 
interconnected.
 
However, despite China’s expanding trade 
relations and ensuing economic ascendance, 
the Red Dragon has had to face many diplomatic 
tensions. In the case of the South China Sea, 
China controversially claims sovereignty over 
its islands and waters, where lie rich and 
untapped oil and natural gas reserves. As early 
as the 1970s, nearby countries - Vietnam and 
the Philippines amongst others - have been 
engaged in territorial disputes whilst still being 
economically active in that area. Fishing is 
indeed another lucrative aspect making this sea 
even more attractive to its neighbours. In recent 
years, China increased its effort to reclaim land 
in the South China Sea by physically increasing 
the size of islands and creating new islands 
altogether. Moreover, China has constructed 
ports, military installations and airstrips, and 
begun populating the islands.

 
This does not merely affect regional actors, 
but international competing powers as well. 
Occupying these small islands would give 
the Chinese economy a drastic advantage, 
something the United States for example is very 
keen on preventing. It has challenged China’s 
territorial claim multiple times since 2010 to 
protect its political, security, and economic 
interests. Along with its trading allies, the U.S. 
insists that all countries should have freedom 
of navigation and encourages claimants to 
pursue their maritime claims through U.S. 
diplomatic protests and operational activities. 

Moreover, under international law, China 
conducting intelligence-gathering activities 
on these islands is effectively proscribed. 
Yet this special interest remains suspected 
but unproven, miring this issue in yet another 
complex layer.
 
As China grows stronger economically and 
politically, conflicts and unrest are inevitable. 
Its growth has been rapid, and its competitors 
relatively slow to react. However, as China 
seemingly  avoids harsh consequences for its 
accumulating breaches of  international codes 
of conduct, the question of what could contain 
this Dragon if needed, remains.



NEVER FEAR, 
MUN LIFE HACKS ARE HERE

The core value of any Model 
United Nations conference is 
developed during the initial 
lobbying stage. Generally, 

lobbying provides an opportunity for 
drafting and merging a resolution, and 
securing support for one’s resolution. 
However, lobbying experiences vary 
with different conferences, different 
issues, and encounters with different 
delegates. 

For Wendi Fan and Esther Yang 
(Delegates of India, Beijing World Youth 
Academy), lobbying has been one of 
their biggest challenges in previous 
conferences. They faced the obstacle 

of finding other delegates to work with, and 
confidently expressing their country’s views. This 
time around, with the support of each other as 
a double delegation, they built up each other’s 
confidence and successfully formed a lobbying 
group of their own by expressing their stances 
with certainty. 

Another delegate, Jonathan Ooi (Delegate of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Australian International 
School of Singapore), the main submitter of a 
resolution in ECOSOC, described his lobbying 
experience as “incredibly fulfilling and efficient.” 
As his resolution group was the largest in his 
committee, they faced the obstacle of organizing 
the group so everyone could have a fair chance 
to participate and to express their views. In an 
attempt to work more efficiently, they divided 
the issue into three overarching sub-topics and 
formed three subdivisions to narrow in and focus 
on addressing one sub-topic. Furthermore, Ooi’s 
strategy in lobbying was to approach delegates 
beforehand to get to know them better and to 
discuss their motivations for choosing a specific 
issue to focus on. His reasoning lies in his belief 
that “when you understand a person’s passion 
behind an issue, people can really work well 
together and construct a resolution together.”

While the experiences of lobbying have differed 
among delegates, the unifying advice that can 
be provided for newcomers is, as quoted from 
Elyse Barge (Delegate of Kenya, Australian 
International School of Singapore), “Don’t be 
afraid to express your opinion. What you say 
does matter. It can really make a resolution 
great.”

"What 
you say 
does 
matter"

WRITTEN BY Biana Drummond-Costa 
LAYOUT BY Zahra Nazhri
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T
he fight for the right to 
love freely is far from 
over. Worldwide, members 
of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender 

(LGBT) community face physical 
as well as emotional violence and 
pain for reasons over which they 
have no control. Discrimination, 
marginalization and outright coercion 
are just a few of the obstacles they 
have to endure daily. And this lack of 
social acceptance and widespread 
homophobic and transphobic 
mentality has translated in nations’ 
legal framework.

The United Nations - an international 
giant whose powers are admittedly 
more symbolic than  tangible and 
concrete - has itself only caught up 
with this issue recently. As of 2011, this 
topic is acknowledged in an official 
capacity, with a first report issued 
by the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights highlighting the universal value 
of human rights.

“In all regions, people experience 
violence and discrimination because 
of their sexual orientation or gender 
identity”, said the momentous report.

However, as much as the visibility of 
these issues has increased recently 
with historic decisions such as the 
sanction of discrimination in some 
contexts in select U.S. states and 
China, to the legalization of same-
sex adoption in Australia in July and 
the decriminalization of homsexuality 
in India in September, the battle 
remains.

Today, homosexuality is still 
criminalized in many countries of the 
world, where ancient British laws or 
Sharia 
law (the moral and religious laws of 
Islam) remain the rule.

Many Caribbean and South Asian 
nations with colonial backgrounds, 
such as Malaysia, Brunei, Grenada 
or Jamaica continue to recognise 
“Section 377”, the first colonial anti-

sodomy law of its kind. However, British legislators of 
the era imposed this mandate on the oppressed people 
without debate or consultation and its centennial 
persistence has no reason to continue. 

Furthermore, many nations such as Antigua and Barbuda, 
Barbados or this conference’s host country Singapore still 
have, but do not actively enforce, this law, further calling 
its existence into question. 

Once sexual orientation is decriminalized however, many 
other issues still have to be noticed and combatted. From 
the rights to work, own and rent property and access 
medical care without discrimination, to the social and 
cultural efforts to increase LGBT people’s visibility and the 
volume of their voice, progress continues to be necessary.

This year’s THIMUN Conference addresses such concerns, 
with “Measures to combat discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity” and “Measures to reduce 
the incidence of hate crimes” debated in the Human 
Rights Council and General Assembly 3 respectively.

In the words of Ban Ki-Moon, former UN Secretary-General, 
“Where there is a tension between cultural attitudes and 
universal human rights, rights must carry the day.”

THE 
BATTLE 
REMAINS
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hile the adage goes that youth is 
the best of times, is the path to 
adulthood really as pleasant and 

enjoyable as implied? The truth is, issues 
faced by this population tend to be 
trivialized by adults and peers alike. Thus, 
youth issues are purposely represented 
in this year’s conference agenda, ranging 
from high road traffic death rates in young 
people, especially boys, to the increase 
of depression amongst young adults in 
competitive, developed societies. 

In addition, to prevent dismissal of either 
the two issues, it is encouraged, if not 
expected, for delegates to address both 
with equal respect.

According to the World Health Organization, 
one of the leading causes of death in 
adolescents between the ages of ten 
and nineteen around the world are road 
traffic injuries, with boys making up about 
twice as many as the number of girls. 
Teenage boys, especially from fifteen to 
nineteen year olds, are at greatest risk of 
road traffic injury, likely due to the high 
correlation between their age group and 
stereotypes that encourage boys to act 
“macho” and adopt risky behavior. If the 
context of discussing road traffic deaths is 
critical, the continued spread of inaccurate 
male gender roles could be not only be 
detrimental, but also deadly. 

While teenagers elsewhere are not 
confronted by plights as extreme as road 
traffic death, they share similar woes about 
being a group vulnerable to hardships. 
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“Teens today 
are living in 
increasingly 
competitive 
and stressful 
societies.”

T
H

E
 T

U
R

B
U

LE
N

T
 T

IM
E

 O
F 

B
E

IN
G

 A
 Y

O
U

T
H

8



The chances of adolescents nowadays 
suffering from clinical depression grew 37% 
between 2005 and 2014, according to John 
Hopkins University, with environmentally 
induced stress being one of the primary 
causes. Teens today are living in increasingly 
competitive and stressful societies. 
Therefore, it is critical for parents and peers 
to not rationalize depressive episodes as 
“moodiness” or sadness, as depression 
is often caused by environmental stimuli 
and high stress levels, both of which are 
outside of adolescents’ control. Instead of 
doing a “terrible disservice to young people 
to dismiss their medical problems as just 
part of their development process”, Karen 
Swartz, Director of Johns Hopkins Mood 
Disorders Center exhorts parents and 
peers to report depressive episodes of their 
children or classmates to psychiatrists for 
diagnosis.

All in all, it is of utmost importance for 
youth issues to be received with equal 
compassion and sympathy, even if the 
hardships may not apply or appear 
significant at first glance to the delegates. 
Only then will conversations on the 
solutions to such topics be as constructive 
as possible.
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Singapore is a city vibrating with life, 
entertainment and culture. It is known as 

one of the wealthiest, safest and cleanest 
metropoles in South-eastern Asia. It also 
happens to be one of the most strict places 
on Earth, with an enforced fine for all 
wrongdoings so do not go and spit on the 
sidewalk or you might get fined...
 
 Like most cosmopolitan cities, Singapore 
truly comes to life at night and offers an 
array of thrilling restaurants and late-
night activities to fit everyone's needs. This 
nightlife guide will help you find the best 
this city has to offer.
 
The most obvious place to visit in the evening 
is Clarke Quay. Further up the Singapore 
River and integral to the Downtown Core, it 
is one of the hotspots in the city for roaring 
music, amazing food and great company. 
And if that is not enough to quench your 
search for adventure, something extreme 
awaits: the G-X 5 Extreme Swing. A 
simulation of a bungee jump close to the 
water - adrenaline rush guaranteed!
 
The Little Red Dot also happens to have 
one of the most breathtaking skylines in 
the world, under the sun and the stars alike. 
Jump aboard the Singapore Flyer and take 
an approximately 45-minute trip on one of 
the tallest Ferris Wheels worldwide- at 165 
meters above the ground! If you want to do 
it the local way, grab a snack at the Marina 
Bay Shoppes, precisely at its food court. 
Nothing will beat the national Singaporean 
combo: chicken rice and lime juice.
 
Let's now step away from the Singapore 
River and explore its "Main Street". In the 
beating heart of Singapore, you will find the 

 SINGAPORE
SIGHTSEEING IN

BEYOND THE COMMITTEE ROOM
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most expensive, luxurious and simply chic 
avenue of the city: Orchard Road. Take a 
stroll through the busy streets and look 
up at the beautiful boutique windows, 
colourful and glowing decorations and 
many, many malls. It is a place treasured 
by locals and lusted after by tourists. Don't 
worry about finding time for a shopping 
spree: the stores will all be open until 
10pm! A must-see feature when thinking 
of shopping, you might want to visit the 
city's most popular mall: ion.
 
And last but not least, if you're looking 
for something a little more cultural, and 
aesthetically pleasing, make your way 
up Emerald Hill right next to Somerset 
where you can find Singapore's traditional 
shophouses. Most of them have been 
converted into quiet restaurants where 
you can enjoy a relaxed and delicious meal 
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