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How much do you know about the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC)?

While delegates were engaged in 
debate this Thursday morning, Lecture 
Theatre Three hosted about a dozen 
MUN directors, gathered for a workshop 
presented by Mr. Duarte Marques 
from the UNODC. Like most of the UN 
organisations focused on crime, nuclear 
weapons and “all the stuff people don’t 
want to hear 
about”, its 
h e a d q u a r t e r s 
is situated in 
Vienna, Austria. 
Indeed, the very 
small office exists 
to help nations 
in developing 
a p p l i c a b l e 
norms to reduce 
criminality. 

Too often, we don’t 
have a precise 
idea of what the 
UNODC does and 
stop at its role 
regarding drugs. 
In reality however, 
this office is divided into 9 mandate 
areas: drug abuse prevention and 
treatment, crime prevention and criminal 
justice, corruption, organised crime and 
cybercrime, human trafficking, migrant 
smuggling, firearm trafficking, and 
lastly, terrorism.   

UNODC’s mission is not to focus solely 
on crime when it happens, but to avoid 
it in the first place. How is this achieved? 
Through handling social issues that 
might lead to criminal behaviours 
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proactively. We seldom hear about the 
way in which the criminal systems of our 
respective countries directly affects us. 
The UNODC wants to promote awareness. 
For example an issue that is rarely in the 
headlines however, is organised crime. 
According to Mr. Duarte, most people 
want to distance themselves from this 
issue, eliminating it from their reality.

Corruption, on the other hand, is a hot 
topic at the moment, as all MUN directors 
in the room agreed - regardless of where 
they came from. An anecdote from Mr. 
Duarte was that Austrian authorities 
considered at one point to legalise low-
scale corruption, as it apparently led to 
business creation. Another issue that 

is often in the headlines 
is cybercrime. Today, 
computers are making 
crime easier which is very 
visible in the media. Even in 
Hwa Chong Institution one 
might come across posters 
of government campaigns 
promoting awareness and 
ways to stay safe online. 

Mr. Duarte then stressed 
that human trafficking and 
migrant smuggling are often 
confused. Although the 
latter necessarily implies the 
crossing of a border illegally, 
the former takes place when 
done against the will of the 

individuals who are forcefully taken and 
exploited. 

Terrorism might be the most complex 
issue UNODC deals with, and at times 
is difficult to even define. For example, 
the Las Vegas strip shooting was not 
classified as a terrorist attack, yet the 
one at the Orlando gay nightclub was. As 
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Mr. Duarte explains, the United States’ 
law requires the implication of terrorist 
organisation, motivated by political 
or ideological incentives to classify a 
case as terrorist. During the shooting in 
Las Vegas, nobody pledged allegiance 
to a movement, which is why it is not 
considered as terrorist. 

After noticing the difficulty encountered 
by MUN delegates in finding adequate 
material for their research, the UNODC 
created an online resource guide. This 
website (unodc.org/e4j/mun) includes 
specific information about all UN 
bodies, appropriate information about 
various topics that are discussed during 
conferences and lists of topic issues 
to debate about in committees. It also 
comes in handy when organising the 
conferences themselves, especially in 
including creative committees, such as 
the Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) or the 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs. 

This website was created in the context 
of a campaign of “Education for Justice”. 
As a UN Youth Envoy explained “nothing 
about us without us”. Young people 
have the right 
to achieve their 
fullest potential 
in society, so it 
is important to 
inform them about 
these issues so 
that they can 
think about how to 
solve them. I n 

2015, at the Qatar Conference on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice, member 
states adopted the Doha Declaration 
which called upon them to integrate 
prevention of crime into their educative 
systems. The objective was to develop 
and disseminate practical and interactive 
educational material to promote the rule 
of law. 

The UNODC furthermore realised that 
they did not really talk about criminal 
issues outside their diplomatic circle, 
which Mr. Duarte humorously qualifies as 
“a bunch of old bureaucratic white men”, 
whilst criminal justice actually affects 
people every day throughout the world. 

Awareness is brought through toolkits, 
Model United Nations, games and videos 
and comic books. The UNODC is aware of 

the fact that young people 
learn in very different ways, 
so it endeavours to widen the 
scope and reach as many 
youths as possible. Surely 
it will not be standardised 
in curricula such as the 
International Baccalaureate, 
but on the demand of member 
states they nevertheless 
want to develop as many 
opportunities and methods 
to promote awareness as 
possible.

On the whole it was an 
interesting workshop which 
allowed directors to relate to 
topics that sometimes seem 

irrelevant to them and their students. 
They also discussed how they could 
improve the sustainable fighting of crime 
in their schools, and who knows, maybe 
tomorrow one of you students will be an 
activist for justice.
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As of the writing of this article, the second 
and final case in the International Court of 
Justice is underway, argued by the Applicants 
and Respondents in the case “Cyprus 
vs Turkey”. Indeed, legal representatives 
of these countries are trapped in a 
heated debate. What caused such strife?

Cyprus and Turkey are battling over their 
Maritime Territories. In 2004, Cyprus proclaimed 
sovereignty over its Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ), an area 12 nautical miles (22km) 
beyond a given country’s territorial sea. As it 
proclaimed its EEZ however, Turkey disputed 
its rights to access the zone.  Unfortunately, 
the situation is made more difficult by the 
troubled history these countries share. 

“Cyprus has two distinguished ethnicities, 
the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots. 
The Turkish Cypriots are recognised by Turkey 
as their own independent country, however 
the rest of the international community 
does not” explains Katherine Chen (ICJ 
Registrar, Kaohsiung American School). 

Cyprus is a co-signatory of the United 
Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea, 
which uses the equal distance principle, 
whereas Turkey is not (and is therefore not 
obliged to follow it). Instead Turkey follows 
the equity principle, which uses particular 
sets of remedies and associated procedures 

involved with civil law. Turkey and the Turkish 
Cypriots signed an exploration agreement, 
having their own maritime territory, which 
is the cause of the conflict. The issue is 
that the two sides’ territory overlaps. 

Kelly Yu (Advocate of Turkey, Shekou 
International School) stated that, “Greek 
Cypriots are in a more advantageous 
position, since they are internationally 
recognized. But we’re not, we’re against 
everyone. So… we’re having a tough time.”

The Advocates for Turkey are against the 
principle of the Customary International 
Law, where it declares that acts must be 
taken by a significant number of states and 
then not rejected by a significant number 
of other states. Ryan Choi (Advocate of 
Turkey, Shekou International School) claimed 
that, “We do not support the Customary 
International Law due to the law’s ambiguity 
and vagueness. Our stance is that there 
are some exceptions where the minority 
countries don’t necessarily need to follow the 
principle, so we’re trying to put it out there.” 

At the moment, it seems as though Cyprus 
is more bound to win this case, as it has the 
support of the international community. 
However, whether Cyprus or Turkey wins, 
it is clear that the other side is unlikely 
to accept the controversial decision.
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Model United Nations (MUN) is a great place 
to meet friends from all over the world. It 
motivates delegates to practice public speaking 
and teamwork, and through these interactions, 
push them to know each other, exchanging 
perspectives and ideas. 

At first, the debate floor may appear to be a 
warzone, but through lobbying delegates reach 
a mutual consensus. In fact, the debate and 
rhetoric clashes may just transform delegates 
from strangers to friends.

Perhaps the most incredible aspect of MUN is 
that there are no insurmountable boundaries 
that divide us humans. For Brendan Lee (Delegate 
of Syria GA4, Australian International School 
Malaysia), MUN has allowed him to meet 
“many different people from foreign lands” 
and befriending other delegates “who share 
similar interests.” Joon Yang (Delegate of Greece 
GA2 , Australian International School Malaysia) 
added that by sharing such an experience, he 
has “met some interesting people from Egypt 
and Singapore, who are more alike [he] thought!” 
Then, Yang affirmed that “THIMUN is such a 
great place to move past your own boundary 
and comfort zone.” 

Through the long hours of lobbying, people form 
a bond from creating resolutions together and 
gathering signatures. Miki Takechi (Delegate 
of India GA3, UNIS Hanoi) proudly said that “I’m 
naturally good at starting conversation with 
strangers” so she was able to meet her 

New Friends, 
 New Perspectives
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friends during lobbying. Another aspect of 
MUN that allows delegates to form friendships 
are the debate sessions. Jun Ha (Delegate of 
Russian Federation GA4, Shanghai American 
School, Puxi Campus) happily commented that 
“MUN was a very refreshing experience for me 
since I got to listen to various opinions about 
the same issue. Through mini-debates, I made 
several friends.”

Despite the formal setting, dressing in diplomatic 
clothing, and speaking in third person, an MUN 
conference is more than debating about global 
issues, it is also about forming new friendships. 
From a week-long conference, delegates 
build life-long friendships. In the 21st century, 
social media and advanced technology allows 
delegates to keep in contact and even meet 
each other again. Danielle Yabut (Delegate of 
Norway GA3, Beacon Academy) revealed that 
“it’s the thrill of seeing old friends from all over 
that gets [her] excited to go to THIMUN every 
year.” Yabut and her friends “keep in touch all 
year round through Snapchat and Instagram” 
and are already making plans for after THIMUN.

Peeking into each committee, laughter and 
smiles fill the short breaks between intense 
debates and discussions. In the end, this 
Model United Nations conference has become 
the platform for delegates to form lifelong 
friendships that transcend all borders.
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THE CASE FOR 
GLOBALISATION

In September of 2000, as the world lay poised 
on the brink of a new millenia, Kofi Annan - 
then Secretary General of the UN - outlined 

his view of globalization. With an emphasis on 
the inevitability of international interaction, he 
stated that, “arguing against globalization is like 
arguing against the laws of gravity.” 

In recent years, however, the merits of 
globalization have come under scrutiny. 
Following in the wake of US President Donald 
Trump’s inauguration and the UK’s Brexit 
movement, prominent world powers have 
articulated an increasingly negative view of 
global interaction. Amidst these nationalist, 
protectionist sentiments, it can be difficult – at 
times – to retain an open-minded, optimistic 
view of international affairs. 

Even so, global collaboration must be preserved 
at all costs. It is only through this interaction that 
the world has any hope of solving the big-picture 
issues that will inevitably arise in the coming 
decades. How, for instance, can the world hope 
to mitigate climate change if countries don’t 
collectively agree to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions? How will the world tackle poverty 
and hunger if countries are unable to coordinate 
resource-sharing? These are issues that – 
by definition – cannot be resolved by single 
countries; instead, they require the carefully-
coordinated efforts of the global community.

The point is, the problems on humanity’s horizon 
are not specific to individual countries. More than 
ever before, multilateral solutions will be required 
to address the most pressing of these issues. 
As Stetson Prebble (Delegation of Cuba, HRC, 
Green School Bali) put it, “global cooperation 
and unity is key to promoting world peace.” 
Fearing the implications of warfare in today’s 
age of nuclear weaponry, Prebble emphasized 
that the “idea of national sovereignty promotes 

the concept of ‘us’ and ‘them’ which is not 
conducive [to global efforts].” Likewise, Angelo 
Bovavesco (Delegation of Cameroon, GA6, YCIS 
Shanghai) argued that globalization promotes 
countries to offer “assistance between each 
other,” concluding that “the UN will be important 
in all ages.”

While critics may argue that globalization 
poses a danger to national sovereignty, it 
is more dangerous to turn our backs on it 
altogether. Ultimately, politicians that espouse 
nationalism or protectionism are only ignoring 
existing issues, hoping that their countries will 
miraculously escape the coming challenges of 
the 21st century. Yet, when these issues become 
too real to ignore, it will be crucial that countries 
acknowledge their interdependence and work 
together. Even if the international community 
doesn’t end up solving issues immediately, it 
is important that we at least pause to discuss 
them in a global forum.
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THE CASE FOR 
SOVEREIGNTY

With globalisation on the rise, the sover-
eignty and national identity of Member 
States of the United Nations has begun 

to be challenged. 

National identity is a sentiment based on the 
common language, culture and traditions of 
members of a specific nation. It is the feeling of 
belonging to an “us”. When individuals of a same 
country share this sense of national identity, 
there is more cohesion between them, and so-
ciety as a whole is able to progress with more 
ease, strengthening a nation’s human ties. The 
effects of globalization and its emphasis on 
harmonious and multilateral actions - reached 
after debates and negotiations - however, have 
led to the spread of same-mindedness across 
the globe, and hint at the eventual disappear-
ance of a sovereign state. 

Globalization and westernization often go 
hand-in-hand, so when Western countries try 
to impose their culture, beliefs and politics on 
less developed, non-Western countries, issues 
regarding national identity arise. For example, 
many communities in Africa and South America 
abandon their mother tongues and convert to 
languages of the dominant culture, such as En-
glish. Indeed, more than 2,000 official languag-
es spoken today have less than 1,000 speakers. 
If cultural losses such as these accumulate, 
nations will lose their national culture and over 
time, their identity. 

As for the importance of sovereignty, states 
should follow one another’s rights and forgo ac-
tivities within their own country that could inter-
fere with those of their neighbours. Indeed, we 
must remember that it is up to a nation’s leaders 
to gauge what is best for their country and act 
accordingly.

When more powerful countries think they have 
the right to intervene in matters occurring in 
other nations, conflict often arises. This has 
happened frequently in modern history, espe-
cially with the United States and their interven-
tions in the Muslim world, such as its conflict 

with Pakistan. The United States attempted to 
target Al-Qaeda militants in Pakistan as well 
as the Pakistan Taliban from 2004 to 2014 using 
unmanned aerial drones without the Pakistani 
government’s explicit permission. Their actions 
were a direct violation of Pakistan’s sovereign-
ty, as stated in Article I of the 1944 foundational 
treaty regulating air travel (Chicago Convention 
of Civil Aviation): “Every state has complete and 
exclusive sovereignty over the airspace above 
its territory.” This resulted in tensions in US and 
Pakistan relations at times, and turned Pakistani, 
and global, public opinion against the US.

It goes without saying that yes, globalisation is 
necessary for the development of nations, how-
ever, it is a threat to state sovereignty and na-
tional identity, and as Erja Mohd Suhaimy (Del-
egate of the United Kingdom, Security Council, 
Australian International School Malaysia) said, 
“the sovereignty of the state needs to be the 
number one priority over globalisation at any 
given moment… as… [larger] states could abuse 
[globalisation], if they were to completely disre-
gard state sovereignty”.



It is no secret that healthcare systems across 
the globe are plagued by deeply-entrenched 
inequalities preventing vulnerable citizens 
from receiving life-saving treatments. With 
understaffed clinics and limited medical 
resources in many rural areas worldwide, this 
disparity certainly exists within countries. Yet, 
these vast differences in healthcare quality are 
arguably more pronounced on an international 
scale, where unprecedented inequalities exist 
between countries. More specifically, many 
More Economically Developed Countries 
(MEDCs) offer superior treatment options, 
with well-funded hospital infrastructure and 
a plentiful supply of physicians. By contrast, 
however, Less Economically Developed 
Countries (LEDCs) continually struggle to 
secure funding for healthcare and may be 
unable to offer treatment to impoverished 
citizens.

 Denmark, for instance, offers universal 
healthcare; its population has an average life-
expectancy of 81 years, and the country is able 
to invest approximately a tenth of its annual 
GDP in health-related initiatives. Standing in 
stark contrast to this high standard of care, 
Liberia is estimated to have a mere handful of 
doctors per million patients, and its average 
life expectancy was – as of 2016 – only 63 

years. Amidst this clear stratification, how can 
we ensure every human being is guaranteed the 
fundamental human right to life?

 According to En-Hsien Tseng (Delegation 
of Switzerland, HRC, Taipei First Girls High 
School), the NGOs are vital to the solution 
process. Reflecting on the importance of “living 
a healthy life without worry,” the delegate 
emphasized that NGOs are capable of playing 
both “a supportive role and a leading role” 
in guiding LEDCs “to a better health care 
condition.” Ahmed Atwa and Zeine Rashca 
(Delegation of the United Arab Emirates, HRC, 
American International School in Egypt-West) 
added that – in addition to NGOs – LEDCs must 
be provided with “access to clean supplies and 
professional doctors,” but also acknowledged 
the difficulty of doing so.

 For LEDCs in particular, substantial 
barriers must be overcome before healthcare 
standards can be raised. First and foremost, 
LEDCs are often unprepared to diagnose and 
treat chronic diseases, such as cardiovascular 
disease (CVD), cancer, and chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD). In India alone, there 
is an estimated 70 million people living with 
type-2 diabetes. While this ailment can lead 
to blindness or even death if left untreated, 

TACKLING THE 
HEALTHCARE GAP
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countless diabetics in rural India remain 
unaware of their condition. With few clinics and 
even fewer qualified physicians, these people 
are uninformed and – by extension – are placed 
at greater risk. Meanwhile, in affluent countries 
such as Canada, early detection of chronic 
diseases is commonplace; in 2017, for instance, 
91% of women aged 50 to 74 reported that they 
had been screened for breast cancer.

 In many instances, the challenges that 
LEDCs face are not obvious at first glance. 
Perhaps more so than any other continent, 
Africa receives donated medical equipment 
from around the world. However, many of 
these machines are prematurely discarded, 
either deemed unfit for regional environmental 
conditions or rendered useless by the 
intermittent supply of electricity in remote 
areas. More commonly, however, the donated 
equipment is itself broken and unuseable. This 
– in turn – results in the creation of so-called 
“medical device graveyards,” overflowing 
with second-hand MRI machines and broken 
perfusion equipment.

 Even with many MEDC nations gripped by 
anti-vaccine hysteria, LEDC countries struggle 
to provide even the most basic vaccinations, 
including those that would eliminate preventable 
diseases, such as measles. Atwa and Rashca 
again highlighted the complexity of providing 

LEDCs with immunizations, concluding that 
the world “must think of more permanent 
solutions.”
 As can be seen, LEDC countries are 
forced to confront pervasive healthcare 
shortcomings with very little existing 
infrastructure. In their push to address these 
shortcomings, MEDC countries tend to support 
solutions that fail to take into account the 
inherent disadvantage of many LEDCs. 

Instead, the international community must 
focus on first “working from the bottom up.” 
Before widespread disease screening can 
be implemented, we must put doctors in 
remote villages. Before second-hand MRIs 
can be used, we must ensure that hospitals 
have adequate access to electricity. Before 
vaccines can be administered to the rural 
poor, we must ensure that LEDCs in warmer 
climates are able to effectively store these 
active agents, many of which require constant 
refrigeration. 
As the adage goes, “nothing comes of nothing.” 
Likewise, the international community must 
ensure that LEDCs are equipped with a solid 
groundwork for future development. Without 
this basic framework, the inequality gap 
between LEDCs and MEDCs will never be 
overcome.
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Muzzling The 
F A A N G s

In our fast-changing world, technology’s 
influence is growing on a day-to-day basis. 
However, unlike most sectors in our world 

today that are heavily regulated, such as the 
tobacco industry or fixed rates for specific 
services, the technology sector is not. Indeed, 
tech giants such as Facebook, Apple, Amazon, 
Netflix or Google (commonly called “FAANGs”) 
are exempt from this type of regulation: they 
are essentially allowed to act very freely, with 
little to no consequences. For instance, the 
non-consensual harvesting and distribution of 
users’ private information is one controversial 
act they engage in. 

With the introduction of new digital tools and 
the Internet’s seemingly unlimited reach, one 
pressing question arises: should this all be 
regulated? 

When questioned, Mika Huang (Delegate of 
Spain, General Assembly 1, Taipei European 
School) immediately expressed that she 
“would want [regulation on technology] as 
[it] would provide more safety.” However, 
Huang lamentably acknowledged that she 
would be “losing freedom and be constantly 
monitored”. Furthermore, it is not “technology 
in our everyday lives that requires [regulating]”, 
but “disruptive technology” such as Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) and 3D 
printing. 

Privacy in this era is a pressing issue, although 
most individuals are not informed enough, 
and it lacks regulations, especially amongst 
the aforementioned tech giants. One of the 
most well-known incidents in privacy online 
may be the Facebook scandal, revealed 
earlier this year, where the popular social 
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media site was found to be 
harvesting and exploiting private 
user data without their consent. 
According to Justin Lim (Admin, 
from Hwa Chong Institution), the 
scandal was a “serious breach 
of privacy” that should have been 
“dealt with severely” in order to 
prevent future incidents. 

Alongside the social media giant 
at the heart of the scandal was 
Cambridge Analytica, a corporation 
that received millions of users’ personal 
data from Facebook, mainly through 
an app called thisisyourdigitalife, but 
also through other means such as user 
activity on social media. On March 17, 
2018, The Guardian and The New York 
Times reported some 87 million profiles 
were harvested that way.

What is the incentive for companies to steal 
information? Analyzing and anticipating 
consumers’ behavior.

As such, in a research paper developed 
by Cambridge Analytica, it was 
revealed that the data collected 
“can be used to automatically and 
accurately predict a range of highly 
sensitive personal attributes 
including sexual orientation, 
ethnicity, religious and political 
views, personality traits, 
intelligence, happiness, use 
of addictive substances, 
parental separation, age, 
and gender.” All these 
details aid companies 
greatly in marketing 
their services and 
products to the 
larger public. 

What else has 
been done on the 
subject of regulatory 
procedures? 

Net neutrality is the 
concept that Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) do 
not discriminate against any 

data on the internet, treating it all the same. In the 
USA, it has been a point of conflict since the 1990s, 
between network users and service providers - 
or those who believe in a ‘free internet’’, versus 

those who seek profit from it. 

When asked for his opinion on the 
issue, Marcus Seef (Admin, Hwa 

Chong Institution) responded 
that, although unaffected by it 
in Singapore, “decreasing the 
accessibility to [the] Internet” 
will impact users “negatively”.

In addition to the question of 
net neutrality, Singapore plans to 
impose a seven percent Goods 
and Service Tax (GST) on the use 
of overseas services (such as 
video streaming, apps, electronic 
marketplaces, software and online 
subscription fees) by 2020. Services 
such as Spotify and Netflix would 
have to register via an overseas 
registration process. “[This is] to 
ensure that the country’s tax system 
remains fair and resilient in a digital 
economy,” said Singapore’s Finance 
Minister, Heng Swee Keat. 

With regards to the privacy issue, 
regulations are somewhat in place, mostly 
working to prevent issues such as breach 
of confidence, defamation, malicious 
falsehood, and negligence. “Privacy 
regulations don’t do much other than 
giving companies a break from lawyers. 
No matter a company’s transparency 
regarding personal information, your data 
will still get sold,” said Iann Tan. (Admin, from 
Hwa Chong Institution) 

In this current age, the issues mentioned 
above are unavoidable. However, 

not much is currently being done in 
terms of regulatory procedures and 

enforcement. People worldwide are, 
therefore, unfortunately affected by 

this. However, in the eyes of some, 
a lack of regulation does have its 

benefits. As Tan concluded, “it’s 
just a matter of perspective.”



A Matter of a
PRESSing 
nature
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Following the murder of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi in October (most likely caused by 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s violent 
crackdown on dissent) protecting the freedom 
of the press appears more urgent than ever. 
With the regression of press freedom in many 
countries— evidenced not only by Khashoggi’s 
death, but also the jailing and harassment 
of journalists and press workers and forced 
closing of prominent media outlets— it is 
relevant to ponder whether press freedom 
is worth protecting against such odds. 

To begin, it is necessary to first examine 
what freedom of the press actually means. 
According to Freedom House, freedom of 
the press is comprised of two components: 
independence of media outlets from political 
pressures and the legal protection of 
media workers regardless of their opinions. 

Echoing this idea, Joy Tablet (Delegate of USA, 
Security Council, French School of Singapore) 
said “freedom of the press is the right to 
freely express opinion through forms of media, 
photography, reports.” Isha Mati (Delegate of 
Kuwait, General Assembly 1, Dhirubhai Ambani 

International School) added that freedom of 
the press also involves the freedom of speech, 
meaning the press has “the liberty to read, write, 
or say anything without restrictions” and “to 
express their views through any form of media.”

When discussing the pivotal role of press freedom, 
some delegates raised their concerns. Mateo 
Moro and James Nicholas (Advocates for the 
Republic of Cyprus, International Court of Justice, 
Australian School of Singapore) articulated the risk 
that the press could “lie to us and misinform us.” 

The fact remains, an overwhelming majority 
of delegates believed the press is critical to 
social health and the attitudes of individuals. 
Notably, Sarah Ha (Delegate of Slovenia, 
Human Rights Council, Webber Academy) 
underpinned her opinion by explaining that “the 
press and media in general provide society 
with information and unique perspectives on 
issues and current events.” She also believes 
that the press provides “deeper analysis, 
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understanding, and perspectives on events.”

Duncan Hall (Delegate of Slovenia, General 
Assembly 1, Webber Academy) strongly 
exclaimed it is “the tunnel through which the 
light of truth is carried.” He shared “the press 
allows me to maintain a connection to every 
corner of the world - a necessity in the modern 
world.” An effective media allows for the 
connection of individuals across the globe.

Elaborating on the significance of the press 
and its role in globalization, some delegates 
emphasized the influence of digital press. With 
the advent of communication technologies 
and social media, one must simply click an icon 
to upload information previously unknown to 
the public. Specifically, Celina Pan (Delegate 
of Sweden, Security Council, Taipei European 
School) stated that “online press information 
is very valuable” in publicizing and disclosing 
crucial events that may be otherwise censored. 

Moreover,  the  Internet  enables  greater  
disclosure of information regarding the 
unlawful jailing of journalists and forced 
dissolution of media outlets. For instance, 
Human Rights Watch published a report 

in April about journalists in Turkey convicted 
simply for writing the truth. By understanding 
the significance of the press, it in turn illustrates 
how crucial protecting the freedom of press is. 

The significance of press and the freedom of 
press is demonstrated by the responses of 
delegates. As mentioned, it is also evident that 
technology plays a critical role in the press, 
and in securing its freedom. It is therefore with 
the digitization in the press that the world can 
better secure the safety of press freedom, 
ensuring the audience their right to the facts.
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