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Introduction 

Oceans are a pivotal element of life on Earth, acting as a vital economic and natural 

resource. The 14th UN Sustainable Development Goal itself refers to the conservation of life 

underwater. Serving as a means for trade, food, water, and other assets, oceans’ 

multipurpose existence essentially regulates the functionality of our biosphere. According to 

UN-conducted research, approximately 100 million tons of fish are annually acquired across 

the globe and are valued at about $50 billion. Consequently, aquaculture production 

provides work for over 200 million people. Additionally, approximately 90% of international 

trade is conducted by sea, while more than 29% of the world’s oil production is obtained on 

the ocean floor. As such, sea mining has proven to be a useful tool to the well-being of 

several economies as well. As a result, coastal activities serve as a large source of revenue 

for several countries, specifically developing nations that heavily rely on such natural 

resources. 

Unfortunately, as the global economy expands with regards to population and 

industrial growth, there is an increasing possibility of overexploitation. This remains a 

prominent issue as overexploitation risks the depletion of several valuable oceanic resources 

and the populations of several species. In fact, humans are already responsible for the 

overexploitation of over 400 marine species as a source of food, in comparison to the fewer 

than 30 species exploited on land. Though many view this as a way to meet high demands 

for food, fishing fleets collect around 3 times more fish than necessary. According to the 

United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (UNFAO), “a total of almost 80% of the 

world's fisheries are fully overexploited, depleted, or in a state of collapse.” Sea-bed mining 

has also demonstrated to be a large contributor to the destruction of marine ecosystems. 

Unless immediate action is taken, much of the world’s current marine life is predicted to be 

extinct by 2048, according to National Geographic. In addition to sea life, the UNDP (United 

Nations Development Program) states that the livelihoods of over 3 billion people depend on 

the well-being of oceans. Overexploitation, however, suggests an end to all of that.  



Though the UN has already made a substantial effort to protect oceans from 

overexploitation, the threat to marine life still remains. As such, further endorsement and 

implementation of effective strategies is crucial to the well being of oceans. Although it may 

seem morally appropriate to immediately restrain such consequential oceanic activities, it is 

important to recognize the resulting repercussions that may unfold from an economic 

perspective. As such, oceans remain a vital point of international engagement between both 

more economically developed countries (MEDCs) and less economically developed 

countries (LEDCs), also making it an important area of concern for all Member States.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Overexploitation 

As defined by the Biodiversity Information System for Europe (BISE), 

“overexploitation is the unsustainable use of natural resources causing a major threat to 

biodiversity. This occurs when harvesting exceeds the reproduction of wild plant and 

animal species.” 

Maximum Sustainable Yield 

According to Science Direct, “maximum sustainable yield (MSY) is a theoretical 

concept used extensively in fisheries science and management. In fisheries, MSY is 

defined as the maximum catch (in numbers or mass) that can be removed from a 

population over an indefinite period.” 

Overfishing 

This term refers to the supply exhaustion of all ‘usable’ fish in individual bodies of 

water. For instance, “88% of fish stocks in the pan-European region were fished much 

beyond the maximum sustainable yields of those water bodies, evidently demonstrating 

the occurrence of overfishing.” 

Deep Sea Mining 

Defined by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), “deep sea 

mining is the process of retrieving mineral deposits from the deep sea – the area of the 

ocean below 200 meters. The rising demand for certain metals and minerals has been a 

strong contributor to rising commercial interests in the deep sea.” Though deep-sea 



mining has had beneficial effects on the global economy, it also risks the depletion of 

several resources as well as the destruction of sea beds. 

Fishery 

According to the Oxford Dictionary, “fisheries are places where fish are propagated 

for commercial purposes. This includes the catching, processing, and marketing of fish 

and other seafood.” 

Maritime Economy 

Defined by Eurostat and often referred to as “blue economy”, “maritime economies 

cover all marketable activities linked to oceans, which may be explained by the use of 

marine resources, maritime areas or regions or by the vicinity of these spatial units.” 

Ocean Dead Zone 

Defined by National Geographic, “dead zones are low-oxygen or ‘hypoxic’ areas in 

the world’s oceans and lakes. As a result of the depletion in oxygen, there is little to no 

living organisms present in these areas.” The main cause of these dead zones is human 

activity, such as but not limited to overfishing. For instance, over the past few years, 

there has been overfishing of Baltic cod which not only endangered their species but 

also reduced the oxygen supply within oceans. According to National Geographic, “Cod 

eat sprats, a small, herring-like species that eat microscopic zooplankton, which in turn 

eat algae. Fewer cod and more sprats mean more algae and less oxygen.” This 

depletion in oxygen in turn drives away marine species from that area and makes it 

inhabitable. 

Subsidy 

Subsidies are sums of money granted by the state or government to a particular 

company or individual. This normally occurs to help such companies keep low prices 

and promote their good or service. China is currently the largest subsidizer of fishing, 

providing the industry about $7.2 billion annually. 

Open Access Fisheries 

This is the condition in which the ability to catch fish and access fisheries is 

unrestricted. Consequently, there has frequently been open access to oceans due to the 

minimal laws restricting fishermen from exploiting these bodies of water. 

 



Background Information 

 Oceans are vital to our biosphere as they absorb about 90% of the excess heat and 

26% of the carbon dioxide emitted through human activity; they also provide several species 

protection from issues such as climate change. According to the World Wide Fund for Nature 

(WWF), oceans essentially dictate weather patterns and events such as rainfall, droughts, 

and floods through a series of biological processes, and also distribute their large heat intake 

around the world to regulate climate. Yet overexploitation of oceans is currently one of the 

biggest threats to Earth’s ecosystem. The resulting high loss of marine life is mainly due to 

continuous undermanaged human activity in oceans. In fact, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) states that, “in reference to all major marine fisheries, 25 percent are 

subjected to severe overfishing while a further 52 percent are fully exploited.” Fortunately, 

with the massive reduction in human activity due to COVID-19, nations now have the 

opportunity to regain such natural stability to help oceans recuperate. As once stated by Ban 

Ki-moon, the 8th Secretary General of the UN, “we are using resources as if we had two 

planets, not one… There can be no Plan B because there is no planet B.” 

Root causes of overexploitation 

 Some root causes of the overexploitation of oceans are strong demands for limited 

resources, the failure of institutions and policies, poor governance, as well as poverty and 

the lack of alternatives. Though it is a common goal to maintain sustainable use of oceans, 

many nations fail to recognize the above-stated factors as the primary causes for the 

overuse of oceans. This is mainly due to the lack of coordination and transparency between 

governments, fisheries, and other involved industries, as well as falsely prioritized policies. 

As of now, oceanic policies are mainly focused within international waters, which individual 

governments have the ability to regulate. This leaves about 95% of the ocean’s volume and 

64% of its surface poorly protected - regions also known as Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction (ABNJ). Additionally, according to research compiled by the FAO, “subsidies to 

the fisheries sector, open access, illegal migration of fishermen, and illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing were also factors of unsustainability.” Consequently, over two thirds of 

the global ocean are subject to overexploitation. 

 Poverty and the lack of alternatives 

With growing population and coastal migration rates, there is a substantial increase 

in the use of marine resources. As a matter of fact, UN research states that around 1 

billion people are expected to live in low-lying coastal zones by 2050 with marine 

fisheries employing over 200 million people. As such, with most of the coastal 



inhabitants being financially unstable, numerous families depend on these natural 

resources as a source of income as well as food. The ocean essentially serves as 

the foundation for their livelihood. Therefore, for many developing countries, 

especially those which have coastal regions, the exploitation of oceanic resources 

serves as a primary source of income and a strong contributor to gross domestic 

product (GDP). This includes in ways such as but not limited to: fishing, oil extraction, 

whale hunting, and deep sea mining. In fact, Europe imports 50% of its seafood from 

developing countries. The viability of these unsustainable occupations is further 

promoted by convenient access to oceans and limited government restrictions.  

Additionally, due to a lack of knowledge on concepts pertaining to unsustainability, 

many impoverished individuals also fail to recognize the importance of moderating 

their use of ocean resources. There is also a lack of easy access to newfound 

scientific research for many people living both on and offshore, making awareness of 

the issue itself a difficult task for those living in poverty. Unfortunately, there is also 

no alternative form of work either. In fact, many people move to the coast because 

fishing is a preferred alternative to their previous low-income job. 

 Poor governance 

Having weak enforcement, regulation, and overall governance remains the most 

prominent reason for the overexploitation of oceans. The lack of worldwide policy 

enforcement has influenced destructive aquaculture and fishing practices, resulting in 

unsustainable maritime activities and even illegal fishing. This is further supported by 

an FAO workshop hosted in Thailand which concluded that there has been a lack of 

government interference, ineffective policies, and weak surveillance to ensure the 

conservation of oceans. For instance, there are several international groups, such as 

the International Whaling Commission (IWC) that regulate certain aspects of oceans 

like sea-bed mining or cable-laying, yet there is currently no such general treaty that 

protects marine biodiversity or sets certain exploitation limits. On the contrary, many 

governments have granted subsidies to commercial fisheries which has only further 

instigated unsustainable practices of exploitation. 

As such, many commercial businesses are taking advantage of the lack of attention 

to the marine industry. For example, a newly growing interest in the potential 

pharmaceutical uses of exotic marine life away from national shore lines has led 

many companies to try and lay claim over certain ocean life. In fact, over the past few 

years, just 30 institutions have filed almost 84% of patents relating to marine species. 



Additionally, according to BBC News, “Several studies using satellite data have 

shown an increased scale of fishing and unloading catch to other ships in 

international waters, a practice that allows boats to evade monitoring and 

enforcement.” This has allowed only 10 countries, including Spain, Korea, and 

Japan, to take up 70% of the world fish supply. Moreover, there has evidently been 

more unregulated activity in international oceans in comparison to domestic waters, 

making this a concern for all nations. 

Impact of COVID-19 

 The current pandemic has sparked uncertainty across the globe and has evidently 

posed several issues that require immediate resolutions. Research by the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific suggests that the reduction in 

human activity and economic demands actually allows oceans to “revive” themselves. Even 

so, attention should not be diverted from developing methods to protect oceans from 

overexploitation. As a matter of fact, according to the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), oceanic resources can potentially help fight COVID-

19. Currently the UN states, “bacteria found in the depths of the ocean are used to carry out 

rapid testing to detect the presence of COVID-19. And the diversity of species found in the 

ocean offers great promise for pharmaceuticals.” Essentially, though there are some 

limitations with the accuracy of certain readings from rapid testing, oceans may be a source 

to both detect and combat the coronavirus. Unfortunately, there is little information on the 

international response to this finding as the UN Ocean Conference scheduled for June 2020 

had been postponed. Nevertheless, even in a global lockdown, the international community 

recognizes that conservation of oceans remains crucial. 

The United Nations goals 

The United Nations 14th sustainable development goal (SDG) 

As members of the UN, one of many priorities should be working towards the 14th 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) - to conserve oceans and marine resources 

for sustainable development. In reference to overexploitation, the purpose of this goal 

is to protect marine ecosystems for the benefit of both aquatic and terrestrial species. 

As such, the UN has set targeted goals to effectively avert overexploitation in the 

ocean through international cooperation. The following goals have been taken 

directly from the UN website for SDG 14: 



14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to 

avoid significant adverse impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and 

take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans 

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and implement science-

based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, 

at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their 

biological characteristics 

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 percent of coastal and marine areas, consistent 

with national and international law and based on the best available scientific 

information 

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to 

overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing 

that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and 

least developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization 

fisheries subsidies negotiation 

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States and 

least developed countries from the sustainable use of marine resources, including 

through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism 

14.A Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine 

technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve 

ocean health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the 

development of developing countries, in particular small island developing States and 

least developed countries 

14.B Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and 

markets 

14.C Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources 

by implementing international law as reflected in UNCLOS, which provides the legal 

framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, 

as recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We Want 

 



Ocean science 

Much of the oceans remains unknown and unexplored, limiting our knowledge on 

how to best maintain sustainable use of oceans. Thus, the UN believes that to best 

understand how to moderate use of the oceans, there must be an increase in 

research and sustained observations, as well as an increased support through 

investments and adequate infrastructure in areas of study such as marine biology 

and oceanography. In addition, there is strong encouragement of the potential 

incorporation of green technology and innovative use of marine resources to 

stimulate better ocean use. These include, but are not limited to: fishing pallets, 

drones, and the development of smart appliances for sustainable fishing and mining. 

The UN hopes to ensure that future focus on ocean science can better direct nations’ 

actions towards the sustainable management of our oceans for the benefit of 

humanity. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

International Whaling Commission (IWC)  

 The International Whaling Commission (IWC), is an intergovernmental organization 

of 88 countries which is focused on the management of whaling to protect whale 

populations. This commission essentially works under one of the first international 

environmental legislations, the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling, with 

the United States of America acting as the depositary country, or the country facilitating 

signatures of the convention, as well as maintenance of the convention’s texts. This includes 

areas of ratification, protection of original documents, and updated status lists regarding the 

state of the convention. A vital element of the convention is the specific, legally-binding 

measures the IWC must take in order to regulate whaling and conserve whale stocks. 

According to the IWC, “These measures include catch limits by species and area, [and 

designating specified areas as whale sanctuaries [...].” In fact, in 1986, IWC placed a ban on 

commercial whaling, with the exemption of whaling for scientific purposes. As such, the 

commission is also responsible for several scientific databases involving cetacean 

populations. 

 

 



 

International Seabed Authority (ISA)  

 

Deep-sea mining activities within the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) - or oceanic areas belonging to 

individual sovereign states for their own uses - and in areas beyond national jurisdiction: IUCN 

 The ISA, organized under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), is a 

coalition of 167 Member States as well as the European Union (EU). The ISA oversees all 

mining-related activities that occur in international waters. Specifically, this organization 

regulates international engagement with deep-sea beds in order to protect the marine 

environment from issues such as overexploitation which may arise during said 

engagements. The establishment of this organization is vital to sustainable exploitation of 

oceans as many nations seek the oceans’ mineral resources as a potential contributor 

towards economic expansion. As such, the organization develops Regional Environmental 

Management Plans (REMPs) to effectively address the situation. In 2018, the council 

developed strategies to imbed REMPs in regions with high oceanic activity. Such plans 

included international workshops and a combined work effort with the China Ocean Mineral 

Resources Research and Development Association (COMRA) to develop an effective form 

of adaptive and area-based management over the discussed regions of concern. The ISA 

also conducts environmental impact assessments which assess the full-range of 



environmental damage that results from sea-bed mining activities, and it also accounts for 

any loss of biodiversity that may occur prior to mining approvals. 

 

Japan 

 The nation of Japan currently plays a significant role in the use of ocean resources 

as it fights to remove restrictions on their fishing operations and influences other countries to 

do the same. Initially, Japan had been a member of the IWC, and though the nation is the 

main market for whale meat, it even placed a limit on the annual consumption of whale meat 

per person. However recently, it has been confirmed that the country has now decided to 

leave the IWC and resume commercial whaling, suggesting that the nation should be able to 

use the ocean as they please. According to the president of the Humane Society 

International, Japan has pursued a well-funded campaign towards the expulsion of the 

global ban on commercial whaling for years. Unfortunately, though this campaign has been 

rejected by the council, it has inspired many pro-whaling countries such as South Korea and 

Russia to leave the IWC as well, creating large setbacks in developing methods to prevent 

the overexploitation of oceans. By withdrawing from the IWC, Japan will now be able to 

continue whaling without strict regulations or consequences, endangering the marine 

ecosystem given the country’s large consumption of whale meat.  

China 

 Currently, China is responsible for almost half of the world’s fishing activity, with 

between 200,000 to 800,000 fishing boats according to Yale Environment 360. The Chinese 

government is also one of the largest fishing subsidizers in the world. Moreover, it has 

dispatched dozens of vessels to mine for ocean resources such as oil and minerals. Yale 

research continues to state that, “most Chinese ships are so large that they scoop up as 

many fish in a week as a local [fishing] boat might catch in a year.” Over the past several 

years, China has demonstrated strong and aggressive motives to assert dominance over the 

world’s oceans, with their large fishing fleets constantly and seemingly deliberately intruding 

the national waters of other nations. In fact, according to the UUI Fishing Index, China is 

regarded as “the worst offender” out of the 152 other nations that are listed in the index.  

UUI Fishing 

Recent satellite data has shown that China has been secretly sending out several 

hundred industrial boats to fish in North Korean waters, violently forcing out the local 

fishermen. As such, China has violated the strict UN sanctions that prohibit foreign 



fishing in these waters, due to evidence of North Korea conducting nuclear testing. 

This makes it one of the largest known cases of illegal fishing. Additionally, research 

by Yale University states that because of China’s UUI fishing, the once abundant 

squid stocks in the world market have declined by over 70%. Similarly, China’s large 

concentration on fishing shrimp has led to the endangerment of totoaba fish, a 

species that is cherished in Asia for its medicinal properties and can sell for between 

$1,400 and $4,000. Unfortunately, regulation on such activity has been proven 

difficult due to the lack of tracking numbers on boats, as well as the country’s 

unwillingness to release standardized statistics and data. According to a Greenpeace 

study, since 2011, Beijing has also stopped releasing information regarding the 

government subsidies that are directed towards the fishing industry. As a result, 

China has been under scrutiny from international bodies, namely the UN, as the 

nation’s unlawful actions have unfortunately resulted in the depletion of many oceanic 

resources. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

December 10th, 1982 

The UN adopted the “Convention on the Law of the Sea” which set the first legal 

framework with regards to ocean governance. This convention has led to the 

formation of many more sub-organizations that focus on more specified matters 

regarding the exploitation of oceans. 

1986 

 

The IWC placed a ban on all commercial whaling, with an exemption for the 

occurrence of whaling for scientific purposes. 

November 16th, 1994 

 

The International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established with the mandate of 

protecting the marine environment, especially from any harmful effects that may 

result from sea-bed-related activities. Thus far, the ISA has proven to be 

beneficial in limiting the exploitation of marine resources. 

September, 2015 

 

The UN adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, within which 

SDG 14 was established as the goal to "conserve and sustainably use the 

oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development." 

June, 2016  



Almost 100 countries adopted the Agreement on Port State Measures to combat 

unreported, unregulated, and illegal (UUI) fishing and establish more secure 

regulation over the oceans. 

June 5th-9th, 2017 

 

The governments of Fiji and Sweden co-hosted the UN Ocean Conference in 

New York. The outcome of the conference was the adoption of “Our Ocean, Our 

Future: Call for Action.” This declaration currently supports the implementation 

of SDG 14 and establishes the voluntary commitments and partnerships 

between various shareholders. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Convention on the Law of the Sea, 10 December 1982 

● Fish Stocks Agreement, 4 August 1995 

● Agreement on Port State Measures, June 2016 

● Sustainable fisheries, including through the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation 

of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 

December, 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish 

Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and related instruments, 11 December 

2018 (A/RES/74/18) 

● Oceans and the Law of the Sea, 10 December 2019 (A/RES/74/19)  

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Technological engagement to protect oceans 

For decades, international communities and organizations have made several 

attempts to prevent overexploitation of oceans by facilitating sustainable ocean 

management. This includes the introduction of the Global Fishing Watch (developed by 

SkyTruth, Oceana, and Google) whose purpose is to track commercial fishing while 

identifying any illegal activity in oceans. The use of such technology has evidently shown 

positive results, as satellite images portrayed that the Global Fishing Watch was able to 

cease all fishing activity in the protected areas of the Phoenix Islands, thus restricting the 

exploitation and endangerment of marine life. Such technology companies have also served 

as valuable assets in developing expert ocean datasets which help better survey oceanic 

activity. Moreover, many nations - such as the USA and those in the EU - supported the 



involvement of technological companies to assist, invest, and engage in developing methods 

to protect oceans from overexploitation. 

Port state measures 

 In addition to technology, in the past 4 years, almost 100 countries and the EU have 

adopted “port state measures” which work to track and prosecute UUI fishing. These 

measures have enabled several countries to prevent oceanic malpractice. For instance, 

National Geographic states, “the US now requires tracking of imports of at-risk species (like 

sharks, shrimp, cod, tuna, and snapper) to prevent fraud and UUI.” Additionally, according to 

FAO, “the new treaty requires that parties designate specific ports for use by foreign vessels, 

making regulation easier. Those ships must request permission to enter ports ahead of time, 

and provide local authorities with information, including on the fish they have on board, and 

allowing inspection of their log book, licenses, fishing gear, and actual cargo, among other 

things.” More importantly, the treaty directly denies open access to oceans for any fisherman 

or fishery that has practiced UUI fishing. As a result, the international community is able to 

have a better understanding of the exploitative activities that take place in the ocean, and 

are therefore able to conduct better regulations. 

Marine reserves and protection of marine species 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World map of the largest marine reserves in 2016: MPAtlas.org 

In 2016, 2,500,000 square kilometres of ocean was saved from excessive fishing, 

with a culmination of 24 countries making the world’s largest marine reserve in the Ross 

Sea. According to National Geographic, “The United Kingdom protected the waters around 

Pitcairn and St. Helena Islands. Russia protected Franz Joseph Land in the Arctic.” However 

http://bit.ly/2hM0jyJ
http://bit.ly/2iwYYKA
http://bit.ly/2hLR3uw
http://bit.ly/2j28sB1


at the moment, only 1% of all oceans remains completely protected from fishing despite 

scientists suggesting that at least 30% of oceanic regions must be isolated from human 

activity. On the other hand, through the adoption of the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES), several vulnerable marine species were placed under 

international protection and saved from extinction and overexploitation. These species 

include mobula rays, sea turtles, seahorses, and several corals. Along with the convention, 

both Canada and the USA have indefinitely closed drilling in the Arctic waters to preserve its 

marine ecosystem. 

 

 

 

Possible Solutions 

Sharing research and discoveries 

 A possible solution that would effectively decrease the exploitation of oceans would 

be legally binding treaties that allow LEDCs to benefit from discoveries developed by 

MEDCs such as marine genetic resources. These are resources which have definite or 

potential value for humanity, specifically for medical purposes. Currently, most countries 

partake in the exploitation of oceans mainly for self-benefit, leaving exploitation for research 

and humanitarian benefit as a more secluded option. Since many countries keep certain 

ocean-related discoveries within national borders, they end up individually seeking large 

quantities of the same technological resources, causing problems of overcapacity of marine 

stock. Consequently, this also leaves LEDCs at a disadvantage as they lack common 

access to green marine technology. If the international community were to share certain 

resources and research, it would make for much more sustainable use of the ocean 

resources. 

Division of zones 

Currently, all nations and their populations have open access to oceans, calling for 

plenty of unregulated activity. Additionally, it increases the possibility of more “dead zones” 

as they are able to venture into the several unprotected, oceanic regions and potentially 

endanger the lives of many ocean species. This idea is further evidenced by the constant 

increase in human activity in oceans due to the ever-growing world population. Therefore, 

though it may cause some economic disruption, it would be highly encouraged and 

beneficial to place effective restrictions on such exploitative activities, more specifically to 

http://bit.ly/2je4mWd
http://bit.ly/2je4mWd


address the lack of regulation that countries not part of major organizations (such as IWC 

and ISA) face. These restrictions can be implemented in many ways, one of which is a 

division of zones such that some zones remain completely isolated from human activity, 

while others are open to certain uses such as research and recreational activities. In doing 

so, areas facing a depletion of resources and habitats of endangered species can be 

protected and have a chance to recuperate. Interest in the possibility of ocean zoning and 

creating government-led Regional Ocean Action Plans is already being demonstrated by 

many countries and organizations, such as the United States of America, Antigua and 

Barbuda, Australia, and the EU. 

International coastal protection 

 One of the main causes of the overexploitation of oceans is the lack of accountability 

of fishermen and other ocean-based organizations, leading to UUI fishing, whaling, seabed 

mining, and much more. As such, a beneficial solution would be effective, international 

collaboration towards the protection of ocean borders. This could be focused towards overly 

exploited zones or even biodiversity hotspots. It can also be extended towards specific 

national borders to avoid the repetition of situations like that of China, and to guard ocean 

water that has been placed under a sanction. In doing so, this solution can moderate and 

potentially avoid the exploitation of these areas. However, the implementation of this plan 

would require commitment from nations’ navy and/or coast guards. This will allow for strict 

regulation of targeted areas for UUI activity. Any reports of unregulated activity can then be 

dealt with legally by either a designated international body, or the country governing the 

waters in which the activity took place. 
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Appendices 

I. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xgr5k2caAuE (more insight on UNCLOS) 

 

II. https://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/general_assembly_resolutions.htm 

(General Assembly resolutions on the governance of oceans since 1982)  

 

III. https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=10&v=n1PiKlzuw_k&feature=emb_lo

go (Assistant Director-General of FAO explains the importance and use of the Port 

State Measures)  

  

IV. https://www.nbcnews.com/specials/china-illegal-fishing-fleet/ (more insight on 

China’s UUI fishing activity) 
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