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Introduction 

Sometimes dictated as the “final frontier,” outer space to this day remains a perplexing part of our 

universe, possessing many opportunities for humans alike to utilize. Various nations have raced to 

develop this vast expanse of opportunity spouting a century of rapid technological progress; as a result, 

countries were able to launch satellites into orbit, establish space stations, and even land a man on the 

moon. Space has even helped spark international cooperation through initiatives such as the 

International Space Station (ISS). 

While the development of outer space can lead to substantial progress, nations and private 

organizations have created a hostile environment for its usage. During the 20th century, the Cold War 

pushed the aggressive competition between the United States (US) and the Soviet Union (USSR) in 

space development, now known as the space race. Though the Cold War has ended, it is still plausible 

to state that the space race is still in full swing. To ensure dominance over the outer space region, 

various nations have engaged in an outer space arms race, a competition in developing military 

equipment– such as anti-satellite weaponry (ASAT), spy satellites, and intercontinental ballistic missiles 

(ICBM)–  to achieve superiority in outer space. In addition, the large amounts of space debris from the 

remnants of space missions pose a great hazard to the safe usage of outer space, and with the 

increasing number of launches countries and corporations are conducting, the danger is proliferating.  

 Though the United Nations (UN) has taken the initiative to regulate the usage of outer space, an 

alarming amount of member states are withdrawing from relevant international agreements and treaties. 

And with the increasing privatization of space exploration with private enterprises such as SpaceX, outer 

space regulation is becoming an increasingly difficult task. It is without a doubt that the safety and 

regulation of outer space is a convoluted issue; therefore, it is the committee’s utmost responsibility to 

take action and formulate solutions to tackle this urgent matter. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Outer Space 
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Outer Space, also simply called space, is defined as “relatively empty regions of the universe 

outside the atmospheres of celestial bodies” (ScienceDaily). Throughout history, humanity has 

continuously explored outer space, acquiring more scientific knowledge about the region. Space has 

now become a new battleground for parties to compete against one another through political, 

scientific, and militaristic means. 

Satellite 

According to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), a satellite is an object– 

such as a moon, planet, or machine– that orbits a planet or star. Normally, the word “satellite” refers 

to any human-made machine that is launched into space and revolves around Earth or another body 

in space; where in this case, the accurate term would be artificial satellites. Natural satellites, on the 

other hand, refer to organic objects such as Earth and the moon. In the context of this topic, 

satellites will refer to artificial satellites. 

Arms Race 

An arms race is when two or more countries compete against one another to possess military 

superiority over the adversary. Arms races can heighten political tensions among parties and lead to 

a reckless allocation of national resources that can lead to profuse amounts of national debt. 

Examples of arms races include the nuclear arms race between the United States of America (USA) 

and the Soviet Union (USSR), where each nation sought to have global dominance over the number 

of nuclear warheads. This resulted in a great sense of antipathy between the two member states 

and everlasting economic impacts for both parties. 

Space Race 

The space race refers to the competition between the USA and USSR during the Cold War, where 

both countries tried to prove their technological and intellectual superiority by becoming the first 

nation to put a man in space. After the events of World War II, the relationship between the USA and 

USSR worsened as the superpowers began to fear the other, fueling a great tension between the 

two. With the Truman Doctrine initiating the Cold War, the two nations, rather than using direct 

conflict, opted to complete spheres, which instigated the space race. If a country succeeded in the 

space race, it would indicate its political and scientific superiority. This mindset has persevered into 

modern times, where governments continue to compete for one against each other, sparking a non-

peaceful relationship between humanity and the cosmos. 

Anti-Satellite Weapon (ASAT) 
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ASAT stands for Anti-Satellite Weapons. ASATs are essentially missiles that can either destroy or 

jam another satellite, hindering communication or military satellites of enemy nations and accessing 

critical information regarding troop movements or incoming missiles. Though ASAT systems have 

not been used in real combat yet, governments have shot down their defunct satellites to exhibit 

their ASAT prowess. Nations with ASAT capabilities include the US, Russia, China, and, most 

recently, India. ASATs pose a huge risk to the space environment as destroying a satellite can result 

in a large amount of space debris. For example, in 1985, the US tested its Air-Launched Miniature 

Vehicle (ALMV) by using it to destroy an old satellite at an altitude of 555km. The resulting 

destruction generated more than 250 pieces of persistent space debris large enough to be tracked 

and 800 smaller pieces. 

Soft-Kill and Hard-Kill Weapons 

Space weapons can be categorized into two categories: “soft kill” and “hard kill.” Soft kill space 

weapons utilize electronic-warfare measures such as jamming and Direct Energy Weapons (DEWs), 

weapons that destroy targets with energy transmitted at the speed of light over long distances like 

laser weapons. On the other hand, hard-kill weapons include Kinetic Energy Weapons (KEWs) that 

destroy targets by delivering mass to the target using kinetic energy; this includes weapons such as 

missiles. While much of the tested space weaponry are KEWs, it is still potentially plausible that 

nations with space capabilities possess both soft-kill and hard-kill weapons. 

Orbital Debris 

Orbital debris refers to any human-made object in orbit around the Earth that is non-functional. 

Space debris often consists of old spacecraft parts, such as upper stages of launch vehicles and 

carriers for multiple payloads. As of January 1, 2020, the amount of orbital debris orbiting the Earth 

exceeds 8000 metric tons. Most orbital debris resides within 2000 km of the Earth’s surface and is 

most concentrated near 750-1000 km of the surface. Orbital debris at higher altitudes often takes 

longer to return to the Earth’s surface, with debris below 600 km taking several years while debris 

above 1000 km takes thousands of years. Though orbital debris does not possess a considerable 

threat to the Earth’s surface, as many of the debris burns up when reentering the atmosphere, it can 

obstruct future space missions by colliding with space structures. It is essential that countries 

prevent the unnecessary creation of additional orbital debris and initiate cleanups. 

Background Information 

Cold War 
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 With the end of World War 2, the US and USSR became the two strongest nations in the world. 

While the US and USSR both fought for the Allies during the war, the relationship between the two 

countries was still very tense. Within months after the end of the war, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin starts 

expanding Russian influence on the eastern bloc of Europe, worrying the United States. The relationship 

is further strained when the US Congress delivers the Truman Doctrine, a pledge by US President 

Truman to protect nations threatened by Soviet expansion. With the delivery of the declaration of 

opposition towards the USSR, the Cold War was officially initiated. 

 Space race 

What began as an announcement by the United States stating its plan to launch the first satellite 

into space began a race between the US and USSR that would have everlasting impacts on the 

global community. In 1955, the US announced its plan to launch the first artificial satellite into 

space, which was quickly met by a response from the USSR saying it also plans to launch a 

satellite. The USSR took the lead first and launched Sputnik 1 on October 4, 1957, becoming the 

nation to launch the first ever satellite into space. On April 12, 1961, the USSR launched Yuri 

Gagarin into space, thereby also taking the title of being the first nation to launch a human into 

space. With tensions high among the two sides, the space race gained even more speed with the 

US carrying out the Apollo missions while the Soviets developed their Voskhod and Soyuz crafts. 

On July 20, 1969, the US created history by becoming the first ever nation to land a man on the 

moon. Neil Armstrong becomes the first man ever to take steps on the moon, and the US 

celebrates its victory over the USSR. The USSR attempted to duplicate the US’s lunar missions; 

however, the nation gave up and instead focused on orbital space stations. On the other side, the 

US was satisfied with its political quest for domination in space, and many individuals were less 

enthusiastic about NASA’s plans for further space missions. As a result, the space race between 

the two countries died down from the 1970s onwards. 

Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) 

On March 23, 1983, President Reagan announced the (SDI) program on national television. The 

SDI is an anti-ballistic missile program that was designed to shoot down nuclear missiles from 

space. Given the threat of a nuclear armageddon at the time, President Reagan saw the 

prevention of ICBMs hitting US home soil as a priority. The announcement of SDI brought shock 

among many global leaders since the SDI program could undermine the policy of mutually 

assured destruction (MAD) and the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM). More people criticized the 

infeasibility of the project as it sought to create soft-kill DEWs such as lasers and microwaves to 

intercept ICBMs. Some people even called it “Star Wars,” proclaiming that the program is simply 

too much of a fantasy. Overall, the SDI program was met with heavy criticism for trying to 
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militarize outer space. While the SDI went on to be quite ineffective in its actual mission, the SDI 

proved to be a great propaganda instrument. Through the SDI, the US was able to convince the 

USSR of the threat of the US’s space shield, which prompted them to shift a majority of the 

Soviet military budget to its own SDI program. After Reagan’s term, however, the SDI had its 

funding cut substantially. While the program was never disbanded, President Clinton remained it 

as the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization (BMDO). 

 

Fig 1. – Graffiti in West Germany, "No star wars! Stop SDI!" 1986  

21st Century 

 To this day, space development remains an essential program for many countries. Despite 

past attempts at demilitarization, the peaceful uses of space remain a huge question among the 

global community members. Furthermore, we are now being faced with issues never experienced 

before, such as the question of private space corporations and human-made space debris. 

Weaponization of Space 

Recently, countries with relatively large space prowess have been on the rise in developing 

their space weaponry. One of the most common weaponry being developed among these 

nations is ASATs. With the rising threat of countries using satellites for surveillance 

measures, certain nations have taken the initiative to develop ASATs to destroy any satellite 

they deem a threat to their nation. Countries like China, Russia, the US, and India have all 

been shown to have working ASATs. By having these ASATs, it gives these nations a 

competitive edge in the domination of space, which brings up a greater concern over whether 

or not space can still remain a peaceful environment. 

ASATs also have been shown to contribute to the problem of space junk. According to 

National Geographic, there are currently 23,000 known man-made pieces from 

decommissioned satellites or upper stages of rockets larger than 4 inches along with an 
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estimate of 500,000 pieces between 0.4 and 4 inches. Orbital debris poses a huge threat to 

commissioned satellites and space stations as the orbital speed on impact is over 22,300 

mph. With countries conducting more ASAT testings, the amount of debris produced from the 

destruction of satellites contributes even more of a threat towards the space environment. 

For example, India’s ASAT testing on March 27, 2019 created a new cloud of at least 400 

pieces of debris and increased the risk of impacts to the ISS by an estimated 44 percent over 

a ten-day period. 

Countries have also been establishing their own space divisions in the armed forces recently. 

One example is the Islamic Revolutionary’s Guard Corp’s (IRGP) Aerospace force, which 

recently launched a military satellite that resulted in large amounts of panic among western 

nations. There have also been more extreme examples, such as the US establishing Space 

Force– an entire military branch focused on space conflicts.  

The Race to Mars 

Aside from the military usage of space, countries have begun competing against one another 

to see who can send humans to Mars. Similar to the space race during the Cold War, nations 

are competing against other countries for the honorary title. So far, NASA has been 

successful in landing rovers onto Mars’s surface and collecting important data. NASA has set 

itself a goal of sending humans onto the red planet by 2030. However, other countries have 

also been catching up with NASA’s progress, such as China. Even private corporations have 

started competing in the race. SpaceX is currently developing Starship, a colossal, reusable 

spacecraft that is still in development, as a vehicle to help carry out founder Elon Musk’s plan 

of sending humans to live on Mars. With various nations and organizations competing 

against another over dominance of celestial bodies, it could pose the threat of unhealthy 

competition where parties may attempt to sabotage one another’s efforts and result in certain 

parties accumulating large amounts of debt. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

US 

The US, to this day, remains a superpower in the exploration of space. As a major participant in 

the space race, the USA was able to quickly develop its space capabilities and set milestones such as 

the Apollo 11 moon landing. The US also plays as a key member of the ISS and is a leading country in 

the commercialization of space. The US is also home to NASA, which is one of the most prominent 

space organizations in the world. Recently, the US has also taken major steps in militarizing space by 
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withdrawing from the ABM Treaty and establishing its new space military branch, the Space Force. The 

US heavily relies on its intelligence and communication satellites so recent ASAT testings have 

prompted the US to take action to protect its vulnerable space assets. As a result, the US has taken an 

aggressive stance towards the usage of space, seeking to increase its military presence in space to 

protect its own interests and pulling out of old treaties such as the ABM treaty. The US has also 

dismissed recent treaties submitted in the house including a draft treaty of the Prevention of the 

Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force against Outer Space Objects 

(PPWT) submitted by Russia and China in 2007. Furthermore, the US has tried to maintain its 

dominance of space by barring China from the ISS and accusing Russia of militarizing space in order to 

excuse its own actions of space militarization. 

Russia Federation 

 The Russian Federation– or the Soviet Union back then– made major progress in its space 

programs during the Cold War space race. After the fall of the Soviet Union and the establishment of the 

Russian Federation, the country was quick to establish the Russia Federal Space Agency, which would 

later become the Roscosmos State Corporation for Space Activities or Roscosmos for short. The 

Russian Federation utilizes Roscosmos to perform numerous civilian activities, such as its Earth 

monitoring program and astronaut program, and military activities, working closely with the Defense 

Ministry of the Russian Federation for the latter. The Russian Federation has long pushed for a formal 

treaty against the placement of weapons in space in order to push against the US’s efforts to develop 

space-based anti-missile defenses. The country has also conducted ASAT testings, which were met by 

condemnation from countries such as the US and United Kingdom (UK). While the Russian Federation 

has sought in the past to de-escalate by submitting resolutions on increasing transparency and 

submitting treaties such as the PPWT, the Russian Federation continues to remain an aggressive power 

in space as seen by its conducting of an ASAT test this year. 

China 

Though China only launched its first man into space in 2003, it has quickly risen up to be a big 

competitor in the space community. Having long been isolated by various countries and alliances such 

as the ISS, China has continued to increase its space capabilities. In 2007, China showed the world its 

ASAT capabilities by destroying its Fengyun-1C weather satellite. Right now, China is engaged in a 

space war with India, which has prompted China to increase its military presence in space. China has 

tried to increase its presence in space and celestial bodies by putting a Chinese space station before 

2022 and conducting its own Mars rover missions with the recent launching of Tianwei-1. China has 

often longed to compete against others for space dominance, even going to the extent where Chinese 

officials are framing the conquest of space similar to China’s territorial disputes on Earth. President Xi 
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Jinping has placed China’s space program in the middle of his plan for “great rejuvenation” after China 

had endured centuries of humiliation. He called on China’s scientists to “achieve the early realization of 

the great dream of building a powerful space nation”. 

India 

India has also been catching up to compete in the space race. The Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO) has also taken steps in advancing India’s space program by launching multiple 

earth observation and communication satellites. Other impressive feats accomplished by the ISRO also 

include Chandrayaan-1 lunar orbiter, Mars Orbiter Mission, and ASTROSAT space observatory. India 

has long been vying to become a space nation with events such as the first satellite launch and the first 

ASAT test bringing huge amounts of national pride inside the country. With its neighbor China becoming 

increasingly aggressive, India has sought to develop its ASAT armament, successfully conducting its first 

ASAT test on March 27, 2019. Therefore, as the relationship between India and China deteriorates, India 

has become increasingly aggressive, militarizing its space programs in order to combat those of China’s. 

International Space Station (ISS) 

The ISS is the largest space station in orbit around Earth. It is the result of an international 

collaboration of multiple space agencies from the US, Russian Federation, Canada, Japan, and the 

European Union. The station serves as a laboratory to conduct experiments in a zero-gravity 

environment. It has also made it possible for humans to maintain an ongoing presence in space. While 

the ISS has been in controversies such as not letting China join the ISS, the station continues to 

manifest itself as a mark of global peace and cooperation in space. 

SpaceX 

SpaceX– the full name being Space Exploration Technologies Corporation– is a private American 

aerospace company founded by Elon Musk in 2002. SpaceX saw its first success in the space 

competition by developing the Falcon 1 rocket, which had a competitive edge for being cost-efficient. 

Space X would go on to develop even more programs such as the Falcon 9 reusable rockets, the 

Dragon capsule, and the Starship program for carrying passengers to the moon and Mars. SpaceX’s 

overall mission is to enable humanity to be multi-planetary in the future by creating reusable launch 

vehicles. In 2018, SpaceX President Gwynne Shotwell shared the response that the company would 

consider launching space weapons “for the defense of [America]” if asked by the US government. Even 

though SpaceX is a private civilian aerospace company, it is still very possible that private corporations 

like SpaceX will be drafted by world governments in their efforts of developing space weapons. 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 
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 The COPOUS was formed by the General Assembly in 1959 to govern the exploration and use 

of space for the benefit of humanity: for peace, security, and development. According to its mission 

page, the committee was tasked with reviewing international cooperation in peaceful uses of outer 

space, studying space-related activities that could be undertaken by the United Nations, encouraging 

space research programs, and studying legal problems arising from the exploration of outer space. 

COPUOS has been accredited for the creation of five treaties and five principles of outer space. Today, 

COPUOS continues to push its message of creating a peaceful space environment, one that will help 

benefit all of mankind. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

March 12, 1947 
The Truman Doctrine was announced to the US Congress, thereby triggering 

the Cold War and the space race. 

1955 

The USA announced its plan for launching a space satellite, initiating the space 

race. The USSR responded by stating it will launch a satellite “in the near 

future”. 

October 4, 1957 
The Soviets launched Sputnik 1 into space, becoming the first nation to launch a 

satellite into space. This event resulted in a shock amongst the American public. 

December 13, 1958 

The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is created to 

serve the ad hoc for COPUOS. The office is responsible for promoting 

international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

December 12, 1959 

The General Assembly established the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space (COPUOS) to govern the exploration and use of space to benefit 

all of humanity. 

April 12, 1961 

Yuri Gagarin becomes the first human ever to enter space. This 

accomplishment helped bolster the USSR’s position in the world and President 

Kennedy of the USA vowed to spend whatever to catch up. 

October 10, 1963 

The Outer Space Treaty came into effect with an agreement between the USA, 

USSR, and UK. The countries agreed to inhibit any installation of weapons of 

mass destruction (WMDs) on celestial bodies or in outer space, as well as 

preventing any sort of militarization in outer space, including weapon testing. 

October 10, 1967 

Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and 

Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies– also called 

the “Outer Space Treaty”– enters into effect. The treaty provides a basic 

framework for international space law, including principles such as ensuring 
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space exploration is conducted in a peaceful manner and states being held 

liable for any acts of aggression in space. 

July 20, 1969 
The USA landed Neil Armstrong on the moon, becoming the first man to step 

foot on the celestial body. This event became the peak of the space race. 

July 15, 1975 

The Apollo-Soyuz Test Project is conducted. Though both the Soviet Union and 

the United States had induced negative sentiments during the space race, the 

act of cooperation mended the relationship between the two space 

superpowers. 

March 23, 1983 

Ronald Reagan delivered his famous “Star Wars” speech, which announced his 

plans to develop anti-missile capabilities in space to counter the threat of Soviet 

ballistic missiles, thereby initiating the SDI. 

November 20, 1998 

The first piece of the ISS is launched. Russia launched its Zarya control module, 

and two weeks later, the US space shuttle Endeavor carrying the US Unity node 

met Zarya in orbit, and its crew attached the Unity node to Zarya. 

May 6, 2002 

The Space Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX), a private American 

aerospace company, is founded by Elon Musk. The founding of SpaceX would 

usher in a new generation of commercial spaceflight. 

March 27, 2019 
India announced that it successfully completed its first ASAT test with success, 

striking one of its own satellites. 

April 22, 2020 

Iran successfully launched its first military satellite, Noor-1, into orbit. The launch 

was condemned by multiple nations, such as Israel and the USA, stating that 

Iran’s space program is “neither peaceful nor entirely civilian.” The Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) stated that they plan on launching a second 

satellite into a higher orbit in the “not-too-distant” future. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

List of relevant UN General Assembly resolutions regarding Outer Space: 

● Question of the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 13 December 1958 (A/RES/1348(XIII)) 

● International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space, 20 December 1961 

(A/RES/1721(XVI)) 

● Application of the Concept of the “Launching State”, 10 December 2004, (A/RES/59/115) 

Relevant Treaties to the topic: 

● “Outer Space Treaty” Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, 19 December 1966 
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● “Rescue Agreement” Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the 

Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space, 19 December 1967 

● Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, 26 May 1962 

● “Liability Convention” Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, 

1 September 1972 

● “Registration Convention” Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space, 12 

November 1974 

● “Moon Agreement” Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other 

Celestial Bodies, 5 December 1979 

Relevant Principles to the topic:  

● “Declaration of Legal Principles” Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States 

in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 13 December 1963 (A/RES/1962(XVIII)) 

● “Broadcasting Principles” The Principles Governing the Use by States of Artificial Earth Satellites 

for International Direct Television Broadcasting, 10 December 1982, (A/RES/37/92) 

● “Remote Sensing Principles” Principles Relating to Remote Sensing of the Earth from Outer 

Space, 3 December 1986, (A/RES/41/65) 

● “Nuclear Power Sources” Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer 

Space, 14 December 1992, (A/RES/47/68) 

● “Benefits Declaration” The Declaration on International Cooperation in the Exploration and Use of 

Outer Space for the Benefit and in the Interest of All States, Taking into Particular Account the 

Needs of Developing Countries, 13 December 1996, (A/RES/51/122) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

 With the Cold War bringing the question of how space should be utilized, various countries have 

taken initiative in the 20th and 21st centuries to promote the peaceful usage of outer space. One very 

successful treaty that helped promote space peace was the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities 

of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, commonly 

known as the “Outer Space Treaty.” The treaty helped push the concept that space should benefit all of 

mankind and be fair and equal for all member nations. Though this was the overall message of the 

treaty, one important result of the treaty was that it banned the stationing of nuclear weapons and 

weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) in orbit or on celestial bodies. The treaty has been successful in 

essence in preventing the placement of WMDs, but it still has plenty to address. One flaw with the treaty 

is that it only bans WMDs and not any other type of weaponry. Therefore, nations have been taking 

advantage of this and developing space weapons that would not fall under the category of WMD. 
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 Another important agreement propelled by the UN is the Moon Agreement. The treaty called for 

the banning of any militarization efforts on celestial bodies, including weapon testing, nuclear weapons in 

orbit, or military bases, but states that use of military personnel for scientific or peaceful purposes shall 

not be prohibited. However, only some of the space capable states have signed the treaty and none of 

those countries have ratified it thereby rendering it quite ineffective. 

 Individual nations have also taken initiative to create a safe space environment. JAXA, Japan’s 

space agency, is testing an electric space whip that stretches six football fields long called the 

electrodynamic tether (EDT), which will help knock space debris out of orbit by sending it to burn up in 

Earth’s atmosphere. However many of these initiatives are still at the prototype phase and are 

progressing very slowly due to lack of awareness. If nations committed more efforts towards the issue of 

space debris by increasing awareness and funding, these developments can be accelerated which can 

thereby resolve the issue quickly. 

 The UN has also taken initiative to promote transparency and confidence-building in space 

development among countries. Starting in 2005 after A/RES/60/66, the General Assembly began a new 

process for exploring and subsequently developing transparency and confidence-building measures 

(TCBMs) in outer space activities. This resulted in a group of governmental experts (GGE) to conduct a 

study to help agree on a set of TCBMs for outer space activities. The GGE helped push for information 

exchange about space activities, consultative mechanisms, unilateral declarations, and more. With the 

TCBMS, the UN General Assembly has taken a number of steps to advance the implementation of outer 

space TCBMs. While setting these TCBMs are a great step towards increased space regulation, it is still 

up to the member states of the UN to follow them in order for it to succeed. 

Possible Solutions 

 Although there have been many past efforts to promote the peaceful use of outer space, it is 

undeniable that there still lacks many regulations regarding the safe, responsible use of outer space. 

One step is for the committee to follow the outer space TCBMs set by the GGE's which include: 

information exchange on space policies, information exchange and notifications related to outer space 

activities, risk reduction notifications, contact and visits to space launch sites and facilities, international 

cooperation, consultative mechanisms, outreach, and coordination. Not only should committee members 

take a step towards satisfying these TCBMs set by the GGE, but they should also pursue political 

measures recommended by the GGE– such as pursuing unilateral declarations, bilateral commitments, 

or a multilateral code of conduct, to encourage responsible actions in the peaceful use of outer space. 

 A solution to the militarization of space would be to expand on past treaties such as the Outer 

Space Treaty to include a broader aspect of military actions. Because the Outer Space Treaty only 
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focuses on the placement of nuclear weaponry and WMDs, it should be expanded to include a wider 

variety of weaponry such as ASATs and ICBMs. Not only should the treaties be expanded, but also 

nations should also be incentivized to ratify treaties regarding the peaceful usage of outer space. With 

space capable nations not signing treaties or pulling out of existing agreements due to fear that other 

nations might not abide by agreements, delegates should seek to make universal commitments towards 

demilitarizing space and promoting peaceful usage of outer space so that more nations would be willing 

to ratify treaties. 

 In addition, with the rising privatization of space by companies, there lacks an instrument for the 

overview of the usage of space by these private corporations. While many companies do collaborate 

with government parties on matters of space, there still needs to be a universal instrument that can track 

the private space industry. In order to increase transparency, an instrument should be created under 

COPUOS to keep track of various private aerospace companies, providing reports and data so that the 

UN can take action if needed. 

 With the rising threat of space debris, countries should contribute scientific research to develop 

new technology to tackle the issue. Various space agencies can collaborate to provide each other 

resources so that the global community can resolve the issue more efficiently. In addition, countries 

should also attempt to create agreements limiting ASAT testings to prevent further space debris from 

being created.  

 With all of these elements in mind, it is crucial that nations collaborate with one another to tackle 

the issue of increasing the safety and regulation in outer space, coming up with innovative solutions that 

can contribute to the betterment of humanity. In the end, it is up to the matter of the international 

community to concur on the importance of a peaceful space environment and the need to achieve that 

goal. 
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